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BETWEEN 


TWO CRIMINALS 


Of very DIFFERENT PRINCIPLES; 


Both executed at Tyburn, in the Reign of 


King CHARLES the Second. 


The One a Noz1s LorDz 


The Other a SERVAN to an eminent 
b Merchant. | 


H E firſt, while he was leading to 
Execution, profeſſed himſelf a Deiſt ; 

called i in no human Aſſiſtance from Prieſts of 
any Denomination ; but being aſked if he 
would join in the Lord's Prayer at the Place 
of Execution, readily conſented, as any Deiſt 
might do, and behaved with as much ſeem- 
ing Compoſedneſs as the moſt confirmed 
Chriſtian, concluding with theſe Words, 
« Lord pardon all my Errors ; forgive all 
«* my Sins.” 

I would obſerve a Sort of Gradation'i in the 
Behaviour of both Criminals : My Lord, by 
his diſſolute Life, had caſt off all Hypocriſy, 
and by much reading Atheiſtical Books, all 
moral Impreſſions he might have received 
from Education; ſhewed no Kind of Re- 
morſe ; but human Nature in its true fallen 
State; nor ſeemed to believe any future Ex- 
B iſtence, 
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LES 
iſtence, as he made no Preparation for Death {| 
while in the Tower; but on the Morning of 
his Execution, he ſeemed to doubt of Anni- 
hilation by the Lines he left on his Table. 

I he had any faint Doubts before, they cer= } 
tainly grew ſtronger at the nearer Approach | 
of Death, as to a future State. Before hs 
came to the Place of Execution, being ac- 
quainted by the Clergyman that attended him, 
that it was expected his Lordſhip ſhould give 
fome Account in what Religion he died, de- 
clared himſelf a Deiſt; J believe, ſays he, in 
one God, who created the World; leaſt ge 
ſhould be thought to die a Chriſtian ;--=-very 
honeſt ;---becauſe he had never practiſed the | 
Rules of Chriſtianity. When at the Place of 
Execution, being aſked if he would join in. 
the Prayers of the Church of England? he 
refuſed ;---honeſt again.; as he had not yet ac- 
knowledged Chriſtianity, or Faith in Jefus 
Chriſt. Hitherto he had ſhewn no Contrition 
for the Murder he had committed, nor the 
Atheiſtical Opinions he had maintained ; but | 
| hear his laſt Words, © Lord pardon all my | 
| Errors ; forgive all my Sins.” - Here I would 
| obſerve that now, and not till now, at the 
„ Moment of Death, Opinions formerly ſup- 
| ported by human Reaſon, appear Errors: 
Pardsn all my Errors; Reaſon and Argument 
| all fly away at the near Approach of Death ; 
if he now ſees the Fallacy of ſtifling Convictions ü 
| by ſpecious Reaſonings; that he had been de- 
. a | ceiving 
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ceiving himſelf: But now when Reaſoning 


can blind him no longer, he acknowledges his 
Errors: Now Conſcience ſteps in; accuſes 
him of Sins, actual Sins committed x, * 


3 frightful Scroll preſents; Murder bringing up 
= the Rear; that faithful Monitor, hitherto. un- 
heard, ſtifled or drowned in intoxicating 


Draughts, now ſtares him in the Face; pre- 
ſents the Catalogue before his Eyes: what 
muſt be done? Righteouſneſs c of his own, he 


| has happily none to offer in Balance; the 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, he knows not of its. 
Efes , therefore pleads it not; thus ſtript 
and diveſted of all Helps, he puts forth an 


Act of Faith, Forgive me all my Sins. Thus 


died Lord ; a Man for his Vices 
unfit to live; and after a fair and impartial 
Trial, condemned to die. 

I come now to ſpeak of Mr. -----'s Ser- 


vant, a profeſt Religioniſt ; a Fifth Monarchy 


Man, as they were called in thoſe Days; one 
who was all Devotion ; who would riſe in the 


Night to pray; and at the ſame Time made 


Uſe. of his Maſter's Horſes to commit Rob- 


beries on the Highway; and at laſt on his 
Maſter himſelf, with ſhocking Circumſtances 


and threatening of Death ; yet, by the Grace 
of Aſſurance, and the Aſſiſtance of his Prieſts, 
perſiſted to the laſt Moment of his immediate 
Reception into Heaven, without any Need of 
a farther Purification after Death. I do not 
mention this as a Reflection upon any eſtabliſh d 

national 
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national Church, or any particular Se& among 
Chriſtians ; for I believe there are very good, 
and very fincere Chriſtians in every Church 


and every Sect : But this I am certain of, that 

whatever Church, Sect or Party, a Man pro- 

feſſes himſelf of, unleſs it will make him ho- 
neſt in the Dark, and a Lover of Truth, he 
had better, with Regard to himſelf, be a Lord 
--------, and fin openly, than by Hypocriſy 
and Self-deluſion, depending upon his own 
Righteouſneſs (tho a Robber) deprive himſelf 
of that Faith in Chriſt, which can ſave from 
all Sins: I don't mean that talkative Faith 
which vaunts itſelf much in boaſting that 
Chriſt has died for all Men (though an infalli- 
ble Truth) but he that hath true Faith, will 
not commit Sins that Grace may abound ; or 
if he ſhould chance to fall, which has been 
the Caſe of many eminent Saints (for inſtance, 
David) he will plead no Righteouſneſs of his 
own, but immediately apply to the Throne of 
Grace, giving up all Pretenſions of his own, 
all former Actions of his own, however well 
perform'd : This is Faith, which is as opera- 
tive now, as it was when our Saviour was 
upon Earth, to which he referr'd all that ap- 
plied to him, either to the relieving the In- 
firmities of their Bodies, or Caſes of Con- 
ſcience : His conſtant Anſwer was, according 10 
your Faith, it ſhall be done unto you ; and accord- 
ing to the Degree of their Faith, ſome he an- 


nointed their Eyes; ſome he ſent to bathe ; 
| Fi 
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on ſome he laid his Hands, and they were 


healed ; to ſome he only ſpake the Word, 
KL Thy F aith hath made thee whole,“ and 
they were healed ; to others, who only ſaw 


his Miracles, but were not Jews, he not only 


 & heals their Diſorders, and commends their 
Faith, but gives them this further Eulogium 
(aas a Reproach upon the Seribes and Phariſees, 
who likewiſe ſaw his Miracles, but did not 
believe) “ have not ſeen ſuch Faith, no not 


in Jrael:” Here was Faith indeed; even in the 
ten Leapers that were healed, equal Faith in 
all; but one only return'd to give Thanks; 


what ſhall we fay to this? In my Fathers + 
Houſe (faith our Lord) are many Manfions. To 


thoſe who applied to him with a Conſciouſneſs 


of their own ' Abilities to ſave themſelves, 


though ſomething doubting, though they had 


kept the whole Law as they had thought, 


even from their Youth up, and built a good 


deal uponit, as the young Man in the Goſpel, 


he tries his Faith, to let him ſee that it was 
not genuine, nor his good Works, tho not 
diſapprov'd of (but commended) he bids him 


fell all he had (for he was rich) and give it 


to the Poor, and I will give you Treaſure in 
Heaven. Here, in this Inſtance, was Piety, 
Religion fo called, an exact Qbſerver of the 


Law, a Devotioniſt; but, unhappily for him, 


he was rich; and when the Queſtion is put 
home to him, he manifeſtly diſcovers, that 
though he ſincerely believed and actually liv'd 


up 
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(8) 
up to the Commandments, to the beſt of his 
Power, he wanted that true Faith ; hetruſted 
to his Riches, and his own Righteouſneſs, 
and went away ſorrowful, for he could not 
part with either. 

As it is the Will of God, that all Mankind 
ſhould be faved, it ſeems to be the Deſign of 
his Providence to mortify, or kill the Pride of 
all the human Race, from Adam to the End 
of the World, to make every one that comes 


Into Life, by various unſeen, and unknown 


Acts of Providence, to ſubmit, acknowledge, 
and bow the Knee, to the only Redeemer of 
fallen Man. Pride, or a Deſire, or a ſtrong 
Will, attended with great Power, was the 


fill of Angels: A Deſire, a Will, and ſtrong 


Inclination in the firſt Man, to know what it 
would have been his greateſt Happineſs not to 
have known, viz. the Knowledge of Good Þ® 
and Evil, or tke Workings of Nature in a 
Mixture of Good and Evil, as we experience | 

at this very Day, was the fall of Man: If, I 
fay, it had not been for this Curioſity, the firſt 
Man, and all we his Deſcendants, ſhould have 
known the Good only, and not the Evil. It 
is Pride that bouys us up even to the very laſt, 

and hinders us from ſeeing ourſelves in a 
proper Light, as born in Sin and Children of 
Wrath; and that nothing can fave us from that 


Wrath, but Faith in Jeſus Chrift : Now, it is 


ſpiritual Pride, after having practiſed the out- 
ward Forms of Religion in the moſt rigid 
M./,anner, 


| = 
his Manner, like the Phariſces of old, has made 
ed us think better of ourſelves than of other 
, Men, and that we merit ſomething on that 
ot Account; and ] think it is hardly poſſible for a 
Man that has lived a moſt ſtrict religious Life; 


id has been a conſtant Attendant upon public, 
of and private Worſhip; has been guilty of no 
of groſs Sins ; not to think himſelf a better Man 
xd Won Account of theſe Performances, than a 


es proffigate Wretch who has never perform'dare- 
n | ligiousDuty, but onthe contrary, has been guil- 
F tyof every Vice: Juſtin ſuch a Proportion as the 
religious Man thinks he merits over the wicked, 
8 Man, in juſt ſuch a Proportion he will come 
3 ſhort of that Faith which alone can fave, as 
he puts his Truſt either in Prieſts, Prayers, 
extreme Unction, or any other Artifice, de- 
viſed by the Artifice of Men, juſt ſo much he 
wants Faith. He cannot ſay, I have none 
nin Heaven but Thee; there is none upon 
« Earth I can truſt like unto Thee ;” for the 
good Folks (ſo called) did and do truſt upon 
their on Righteouſneſs, however diſguiſed by 
ſaying, Chriſt died for all Men, (which is cer- 
tainly true) even for thoſe whom ſpiritual 
Pride has prompted them to think better of 
& themſelves, than thoſe they call the Repro- 
bate : Upon the whole, I look upon one Act 

of Faith in the Moment of Death, better than 
along Life of a formal Conformity to the out- 
ward Performances of any religious Duties 
= whatſoever, Here let it not be underſtood, 
5 | that 
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that 1 mean an Abolition of all outward ; 


Forms of religious Worſhip, or as an Encour- 
agement to Vice, when I fay, I look upon 
one Act of Faith in the Article of Death better 
a whole Life of formal Duties : On the con- 
trary, if the outward Forms of religious Wor- 
ſhip are not attended with Hypocriſy, makes 
us honeſt in the dark, and leads us to a true 
Faith and Truſt in Jeſus Chriſt alone, (which, 
undoubtedly, they may, if rightly 1 
they are the beſt Schools we can go to, to 
come at the Knowledge of ourſelves, our 
divine Original, our miſerable Fall, tlie Ne- 
ceſſity of a Purification after Death if we are 
not made perfect in this Life, and the Great- 
neſs of our Redemption. | 

But a true Believer that can relie upon theſe | 
Words of our bleſſed Saviour, He that be- 
lieveth in me, ſhall have no Occafion for outward 
Aalance. He worſhippeth in Spirit and in 
Truth, that can truſt alone in Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Redeemer of the World. 

By the World I do not mean that infignifi- 
cant Planet,which the more inſignificant Philo- 
ſophers have called the WORLD; but the 
Univerſe, or all created Nature, Sun, Moon and 
Stars,and all the viſible Creation. This has puz- 
zled the greateſt wits and philoſophers of the 
preſent and laſt Century; ſince that philoſophy 
which now prevails, has made the World 
for which Chriſt died, a meer Point or Atom, 

in the viſible Creation „that it is ſcarce poffible 
for 
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: 88) 
for a Man that believes the Copernican Syſtem 
to be true, and thinks he has mathematica] 
Demonſtration for it, to believe the funda- 
mental Truths of the Chriſtian Doctrine, in 
ſuch a manner as to produce a true Faith and 
total Reliance for his Salvation, on Jeſus 
* Chriſt alone: The giving into the Modern 
3 Philoſophy has made many Atheiſts, or, at 
= leaſt, Scepticks ; depending upon mathema- 
tical Demonſtrations, has made them deſpiſe 
the written Word, and not ſo much as to ex- 
amine into the Authenticity of it, the Conſe- 
quence of which has produced no other 
Faith, but that of Annihilation; therefore 
- = they lead the moſt licentious Lives, giving 
* F themſelves up to all Voluptiouſneſs: Not that 
l believe that the moſt profligate in the Arti- 
eſe die of Death, ever did thoroughly believe An- 
3 nihilation ; but a ſmattering in Philoſophy, 
4 a the Uſe of Globes, and the Sight of an Or- 
in rery, has ſo diminiſh'd both the Size and Va- 
it, 3 lue of this they call the World, as to make 
it of no Account; eſpecially, if they have 
fi- read the Romance of the Plurality of Worlds, 
no adopted as true Philoſophy, which by its 
Author“ was only deſigned for a Romance. 


nd [ How is it poſſible, that ſuch Philoſophers, 
Z and ſuch Mathematical Believers, little or 
he | great (including all) for this very Philoſophy - 


Ly is taught in both the Univerſities, ' not only in 
14 England, but in all the Univerſities in Europe, 
| | B ; where 
* Fontenelle*s Plurality of Worlds, 


Lu (12). 
where they have Univerſities ; 1 ay, how is it 
poſſible, that a Man that is tainted with this 
Philoſophy, can call himſelf a Chriſtian ? Can 
he ſay from the Bottom of his Soul, I have 
BR © none in Heaven but Thee; I have none 
T | te upon Earth that I can truſt like unto Thee; 

| ein Thee alone J put my Truſt.” I don't 
mean this as a Reflection upon great Names, a 
NEwToN, a BoyLE, and many other Philo- 
ſophers, and ſome very learned and honeſt 
Dix ines; but if their Philoſophy has not ſtag- F 
ger'd their Faith, IT am ſure it has mine; ho -- 
they could reconcile their Faith with their 
Philoſophy, honeſt WIS rox let thy Works 
tell. 

Here I muſt beg leave to introduce, a Diſ- 
ſertation I publiſh' d ſome Years ſince, which I 


hope will not prove altogether impertinent ; 
it is entitled, 


BH Hane THouGuTs 97 the Form and 
| Mature of the Earth and Heavenly 
Bodies, 


F what J ſhall offer on theſe Subjects be 
„ true, and I ſee nothing in Scripture or Rea- 
- Jan that contradicts it, this Earth on which we 

| live is not ſo contemptible a Clod, as ſome 
ws have been uſed to eſteem it, by comparing it 
| with other Worlds, more large and more ex- 
1 cellent than our own, and to which it is ſup- 
. poſed 
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poſed but as a Drop of the Ocean ; unworthy 
that the Son of God ſhould grace it with his 
Preſence, and ſuffer Death for the Redemption 


; of its Inhabitants. But, if thoſe glorious Lu- 


minaries, the Sun, Moon and Stars, were, 
originally contain d in, and afterwards ſepa- 


4 rated from, that one original Chaos? When 
Gd faid, Let there be Light, and pr ng” 


up, which he afterwards collected into Maſſes, 
and commanded to ſhine for the Uſe of Man: 
We ſhould methinks, if this be true, have 
higher and worthier Notions of ourſelves, 
who were originally created little interior to 
the Angels. It's true, indeed, we feel enough 
in ourſelves to humble us, and to convince us 


that we are fallen Creatures. But ſuch is the 


ſs of our Natures ; ſuch our Pride 
ſufficiency; that we are for bringing 
Thing to the Touch-ſtone of our al- 
mighty Reaſon: Diſdaining Revelation, as 
reguiring too much Submiſſion; or elſe ſo 
abject and mean, as to think ourſelves beneath 
the Notice of an omnipotent Being, ranking 
ourſelves with the Brute Creation, both which 
monſtrous Opinions, ſeem to have ſprung 
from one and the ſame human Philoſophy. 
It is certainly the Buſineſs of Chriſtians to 
practiſe Chriſtianity founded on Revelation, 
nor does it require any great philoſophy to 
to make a good and practical Chriſtian; nei- 
ther does it appear that the primitive, and beſt 
of Chriſtians, were Philoſophers ; and who- 

0 B 2 ever 
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ever founds his Religion upon human Philoſo- 
phy, will be ſure to err; becauſe all Philoſo- 
phy not founded on Experiments (as is that of 
the heavenly Bodies, which are out of our 
Reach) nor revealed in Scripture, can be but 
conjectural, and continually fluctuating, and 
ought to be propoſed to the World as Conjec- 
tures only ; ſuch as are what I would'now ad- 
vance, and as I deſire no one to think as I do, 
but ſo far as it appears rational; fo I ſhall the MF 
more readily retract or change my Sentiments, WK 
upon Conviction, as they are only Conjectures. 
Firſt then, I ſuppoſe, that the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, Fire, Air, Water and'Earth, made but 
one Maſs, or the original Chaos; that the Act 
of Creation was an Act of Separation; that 
Light being the pureſt and lighteſt Body, firſt 

aſcended, and poſſeſs'd the uppermoſt Place; 
that it was afterwards collected into diſtinct 
Bodies, and placed in the Order we now be- 
hold the Sun, Moon and Stars; and the E- 
ther, Firmament, or interſteIl.c Matter next 
aſcended; then the electrical Fire immediate]; 
above the Air; then was the Water ſeparated 
from the Earth, and dry Land appeared. 
. Now if. the heavenly Bodies are actually LWu-ñ⁶ 
minaries, and Bodies of Light ? I think they 
= ' muſt neceſſarily take a concave Form, and act 
as concave Mirrors on each other and the 
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Il Earth. For Inſtance, if the Focus of the 
| Sun, acting as a concave Mirror, terminates 2 
1 ſomewhere in the Air, the Light of its Focus, 
1 | „ by 
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by its vibrating Motion, will make Night and 


Day, give Light and Heat, tor the Ule of 


Man, and Benefit of the whole Creation. A 


like Motion of the Stars may account for their 


apparent riſing and ſetting. The Moon like- 
wiſe, acting as a Concave Mirror, whoſe Fo- 
cus terrhinates a little above the Air, will put 
chat electrical Fire, which is immediately 

above the Air, into Motion, and force it into 


the Air; for it would naturally be always aſ- 
cending, where it not kept down by ſuch a 
Power. The Air, being by this rarify'd, 
admits the Vapours of the Water, which 


f here becomes impregnated with the electrical 


Fire, and deſcends in prolific Showers. - The. 


Waters of the great Ocean are permitted to 


ſwell into Tides, in Proportion to the Rare- 
faction of the Air; and the Reaſon, why the 


Mon gives Light and not Heat, is, becauſe 
the Earth is too far beyond the Reach of its 


Focus, as it is of all the other Stars. That 
the Earth partakes of the Virtues and Influ- 


ence of all, I make no doubt, as they, and it 
muſt neceſſarily communicate with, and act 


upon each other. As to the Appearances on 
the Face of the Moon like Earth and Water, 


I rather take them to be the Face of the Earth 
ſeen in the Moon as in a Glaſs. For I can 


conceive that concave Bodies of Light 
may reflect Images as well as Light; and as 


do the different Phaſes of the Moon, ſhe will 
become more or leſs viſible to us, in propor- 


tion 


616) 
tion as her concave Part is more or leſs turit d 
towards the Sun. For were the Moon, tho 
a luminous Body, perfectly globular? And 
had it not a concave Surface to reflect the 


Light? I believe at her diſtance ſhe would 


not be viſible to us; as would not any of the 


Stars, were they not alſo concave. Whether 
the Sun or Earth be the Center of this Syſtem 


or Univerſe, will more fully appear hereafter : 


but I think it moſt rational to ſuppoſe the 
latter; as it is more eaſy to conceive that 
Light, the lighteſt Body, ſhould be more 
ſuſceptible of Motion than the heavy Earth. 
How the planets and fixt Stars act upon each 
other, and influence each others Motion ? 
How they are kept in their . Orbits and Li- 
mits from aſcending by a divine Providence ? 
we cannot know in this Life, ſince God has 
not reveal'd it. Perhaps it may be Part of 
our delightful Contemplations in the bleſſed 
Regions of Eternity. But if we would be Phi- 
loſophers in the next World it becomes us to 


be meek and humble Chriſtians in this; not 
preſuming to know above what we are able, 


nor enter with human Capacities into the 
Deſigns of the Almighty. If what I have 
conjectured concerning the Heavenly Bodies 
being concave Mirours of Light, acting upon 
each other, and the Earth by their Focuſes, 
ſhould prove true ? what ſhould be the effect ? 
If the Earth ſhould alſo prove a large Concave 
of very great extent, if the firſt poſition be 

granted? 
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Blood in Animals. 
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granted? It will not appear improbable,--—- 
That the Sun, Moon and Stars, Fire, Air, 


Earth and Water, were originally con- 
tained in one Maſs, and that Light, or the 


heavenly Bodies, Fire and Air, were ſeparated 


. and elevated Hat: the Earth and Water; 
then the Earth and Water poſſeſſing the loweſt 
Place, 
naturally take a concave Form, or become 
like a large Baſon, to the Center of which, 


The 1/ Conſequence is, they will 


all the Waters will tend, be ingulph'd and 


' circulated through the Bowels of the Earth, 
even to the utmoſt Limits of the Concave ; 
from whence they will again deſcend replete 
with prolific Virtue, derived from the above- 


mentioned electrical Fire, which they will 


diſpence in their Paſſage. 2d Conſequence i IS, 
That all the Center would be occupied by 
the Water, were it not, that the great Conti- 
_ nents with their Bays, and their many Iflands 
| ſerve as ſo many Valves or Stops, to hinder its 


too ſudden Deſcent, ſomething analogous to 
what we obſerve in the Circulation of the 
34 Conſequence i is, That 
this Concave or Earth we inhabit is fixed and 


immoveable, and therefore the Center of this 


Syſtem or Univerſe. 


4th Conſequence is, 


That the Sun acting as a concave Mirror, 
_ whoſe Focus terminates in the Air, and the 


Light of whoſe Focus illuminates one Half of 
the Earth or lower Region, has both a diurnal 
and annual Motion, __ That to all thoſe. 

| Parts 


Parts the Sun illuminates, the Mation need be 
little more than a librating one. 675, That to all 
"thoſe Parts of the Earth, where the Light of its 
"Focus approaches, it will be Day, and where it 
abſent, Night. 7b, That the Sun's annual 
Motion deſcribes a-Circle like what the Aſtro- 
nomers have attributed to the Earth, but in a 
much leſs Compaſs; ſuppoſe an Ellipſis of 23 
5 Degrees on each Side the Equinoctial. When- 
ö ever it is at its upmoſt Points, the Light of 
! its Foeus will continually illuminate thoſe 
Parts we call the North and South . Poles, 
with uninterrupted Day, cauſed by the Sun's 
being in or near thoſe Points abovementioned, 
may, probably, be the Cauſe of the Poles 
magnetic Virtue. 87h, That the Moon, being 
near the Earth, and much leſs than the Sun, 
will diſappear as ſhe approaches the Sun's Fo- 
cus, as a little Fire is extinguiſhed by a greater. 
ih, That the Moon has, like the Sun, a vi- 
.brating Motion, which makes her different 
Phaſes, and illuminates all thoſe Parts of the 
Earth, which are out of the reach of the Sun's 
Focus. 10th, 'That the Moon has likewiſe a 
monthly Motion, by which ſhe deſcribes a 
4 Circle upon the Earth like that of the Sun. 
4 IIb, That whenever the Moon, as being 
in nearer the Earth than the Sun, comes directly 
| between the Sun and its Focus, ſhe will 
11 make an Eclipſe of the Sun: and when in di- 
1 rect Oppoſition, the Shadow of the unillumi- 
vated Part of the Earth will make an . 
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of the Moon. 12th, that the Diſcoveries 
made by the Teleſcopes of the Satellites of 
Jupiter and Saturn, the phaſes of Venus and 
Mercury, the milky way, &c. may probably 
be trye ; but the Calculatiens of their Magni- 
| tudes, and diftances founded on the ſuppoſition 
of the Earth's being a Globe of ſuch a Diam- 
eter, as Philoſophers have deſcribed, will be 
abſolutely falſe. 1376, That if my firſt data 
be granted, as that of the gravitating power of 
the planets to the Sun, was to Sir 1/aac Newton, 
any ſubtle Philoſopher may draw as beautiful 
Phenomena and Concluſions from this Hypo- 
theſis as he did from that of Gravity. 1475, 
That no Hypotheſis of the Heavenly Bodies, 
whatſoever, ought to be admitted as certain 
Truth, unleſs it produces ſome certain Effect, 
ſuch as the diſcovery of the Longitude; which 
neither the Newtoman, Hutchinſoman, nor 
any other Philoſophy has yet done. I would 
put the preſent Hypotheſis on this footing, 
that if it does not, after proper Correction and 
Amendment, truly and certainly diſcover the 
Longitude, I ſhall give it up as a mere idle 
Fancy as I do all other Philoſophies that 
come ſhort of this, be they never ſo plauſible. 
Happy had it been for the World, had the 
Philoſophy of it never been mingled with 
the Chriſtian Religion: The plauſible No- 
tions of its different Sects of Philoſophers hav- 
ing, from time to time, as they have prevail'd, 
ſo corrupted the Chriſtian F aith ; as either to 
9 ſtreteh 


1 

ſtretch it beyond all Bounds, even to the 
wildeſt Enthuſiaſm ; or diminiſh'd it to down- 
right Infidelity. But if Philoſophers are ſo un- 
certain, variable and changeable, that they can- 
not bring this Teſt with them of demonſtrat- 
ing the Longitude, the Næwifonian not excep- 
ted, tho' ſome great Men have pronounced it 
immortal; it will then follow, that any one 
may believe and practiſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, without being attach'd to any particular 
Philoſophy : And, generally ſpeaking, thoſe 
People will be moſt likely to cultivate practi- 
cal Chriſtianity who know leaſt of human 
Philoſophy and fubtle Niceties F, 


I ſhould make an Apology for this Digreſ- 
ſion, as it only concerns thoſe, who, depend- 
ing upon mathematical Philoſophy, have run 
into Scepticiſm, or at leaſt are but weak Be- 
lieyers, a Syſtem of Philoſophy not contra- 

| . dictory 


* The Author is very ſenfible of the Power of Mathe- 
matics, or the Art of Meaſuring and Calculation; and that 
it has been of admirable Uſe in accounting for the Pheno- 
mena in Nature; the predicting Eclipſes of the Sun and 

| Moon, Sc. to a greater Exactneſs than, perhaps, was done 
. before Methematics was arrived at fo great a Perfection as at 
4 this preſent Period; yet if the too great Fondneſs for mathe- 
1 matical Demonſtrations leads us from the Truth as it is in 
It PE Jeſus Chriſt, we had bettgr abandon Mathematics altogether, 
Bt or eſteem it in its proper Light, as a Meaſurer or Calculator, 
1 whoſe very Foundation muſt be laid on ſome granted Data, 
its whether true or falſe z the Calculations will certainly appear 
$28 tre, whether the Data be true or falſe. But a Philoſophy 
Jl built upon a true Foundation, that will account for the Ap- 
| pearance in Nature, without leſſening the grand Deſign of 
Chriſtianity, would he a Work worthy of royal Favour, 
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dictory to Scripture, yet accounting for the 
Phenomena of Nature would be an accepta- 
be Will | 5 
- Now to ſtate the Cafe ts clearly as I can; 
I think Mankind may be divided into theſe 
three Claſſes, Learned, Half-learned, and 
Ignorant, with their Sub- diviſions. Now 


which of theſe is the moſt likely to make the 


beſt Chriſtians, is the : Queſtion? By a very 
learned Man, I underſtand one that has been 
brought up from his Youth in the Study of 
what are called the Learned Languages, ef- 
pecially Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, to which 
if he adds the Oriental Languages, he is eſ- 
teemed a very learned Man indeed ; now all 
this a Man may attain without having the 
leaſt ſpice of Chriſtianity ; for in proportion 


as he values himſelf upon his Learning, and 


deſpiſes what he calls the Vulgar and Igno- 
raut, juſt ſo unfit for that Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility is he, that muſt firſt introduce him in- 
to the firſt Rudiments of Chriſtianity, viz. 
Meekneſs, Humility, Patience, and an entire 
Reſignation to the Will of God. It is very 
rare for a very learned Man to bring himſelf to 


ſuch levelling Gwe ug but ſuch there have 


been, even fince the Times when the A- 
poſtles and primitive Fathers were taught by 


the immediate Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 


and ſpake in Languages they had never learn- 
ed, the beſt of Learning. C 
See 5441 Wie 
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But there have been ſome few, though 
learned without immediate Inſpiration of Lan- 
guages, that have been Chriſtians; ſuch was 
Biſhop Uber Archbiſhop of Armagh; and I 
hope we are not wanting in our Age of both 
learned and truly pious Divines ; ſuch, if they 
can be found, and are rea] Chains, as well 
as learned, would be the fitteſt Inſtructors for 
the Ignorant, as well as the Half-learned; 
but theſe laſt would gon him the greateſt 
Trouble. 

As to the ignorant, unlettered, or bare 
Reader, they certainly are the fitteſt Subjects 
to be wrought upon ; and among ſuch our 
Saviour made the greateſt Number . of Con- 
verts, even among Sinners the moſt profli- 
gate ; he came to call Sinners to Repentance, 
not the Righteous ; ſpiritual Pride could not 
ſubmit to give vp their own Righteouſneſs, 
and rely only upon him ;, whereas Sinners, 
finding themſelves ſuch, and willing to be 
ſaved, "readily flocked to him, and truſted in 
him alone, fo became meet for the Forgive- 
neſs of their Sins, and the Reception of the 
Holy Ghoſt : They entered in at the right 
Door, through Meekneſs and Humility ; an 
eaſy Paſſage to thoſe who are truly — ; 
but a ſtrait and narrow Way to the Proud, 
Covetous, Self-conceited, and worldly learned, 
and always will be ſo. But to conclude; I 
look upon the preſent State of Chriſtianity to 
be merely nominal, ever ſince about the 


third 
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third Century, when worldly Pride got the 
Aſcendency of Meekneſs, and Humility the 
true Characteriſtic of a Chriſtian ; — that 
Time the Giſt of Tongues, Prophecy, Heal- 
ing of all Diſeaſes, and working all Kinds of 
Miracles, have entirely ceaſed ; though from 
that Time to this preſent Moment, there have 
been pretenders to ſome or other of theſe 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt : The Church of 
Rome ſtill pretends to Miracles, and exhibits 
them at certain Times; but in ſuch a bung- 


ling Manner, that it only operates upon the 


quite Illiterate, who are very numerous in 
the Roman Catholic Countries, and purpoſely 
kept ſo; but the Effect it has upon the more 


learned, ſerves only to make them Sceptics. 


In Proteſtant Countries, where the Bible 
has been put into the Hands of the common 
People, and they taught to read it, they have 
very religiouſly gone Bible mad ; the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity being entirely loſt, they have 
truſted to the Letter, not having the Spirit, 
and. their Leaders, and uninſpired Guides, 
finding their Account in keeping them to the 
Letter ; (I believe moſt of them honeſtly) 


being deceived themſelves through learned 


Criticiſms, wreſting every Text of Scripture 
that ſerved to their Purpoſe,. they were pro- 
pagating real Chriſtianity, But were any of 
the Churches, or Sectaries from the Church 
of Rome, even to the Quakers, ſince the 
Time of the Apoſtles, and ſome Time 

aſter, 
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after, able to perform thoſe truly miraculous 
Powers and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, as our 


Saviour and his immediate Deſcendants did ? 


There are many Pretenders indeed, and have 
been from the Time of the Apoſtles to this 
very Age, that have aſſumed that Character in 
one Shape or another; but as none of them 
all have been able to effect what the Apoſtles 
did, may we not conclude, that all that pre- 
tend to it, are Cheats, or ſelf-deluded? 1 
hope the greater Part are deluded ; finding a 
comfortable Maintenance from their Au- 
diences, or the eſtabliſhed national Religion, 
preach up from the Letter of Scripture what 
they really think true Chriſtianity ; though at 
the ſame time they muſt acknowledge that 
they are not endowed with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and, conſequently, are only nominal Chrift- 
ians. The Inference I would draw from this 


is, that we that call ourſelves Chriſtians, are 
juſt in the ſame State that the Jews were, at 


the Coming of our Saviour (when the She- 
kinah, or Divine Light, had forſaken the 
Tem ple built by Solomon, dedicated, ſolemn- 
ized and authenticated in a moſt miraculous 


Manner) that when the Jews had fallen off 
from their firſt Principles, and gone into 


Idolatry, they were left to themſelves; a 
a greater Puniſhment could not befal them 
in this Life; and the Conſequence was, they 
were led into a miſerable Captivity, which 


after ſuffering for — Years the Life of-a 
Man) 


* 
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Man) they at length came to themſelves ; 
are reſtored 'in Part, (not in the whole) 
to their former Temple, till Chriſt himſelf 


appeared in it, of whom the former Ap- 


pearances. were but an Antitype : But not- 


withſtanding this, the Spirit of Religion was 


almoſt extinguiſhed among them, the Jews, 
as the Spirit of Chriſtianity is among us at 
this Day. It is true, indeed, we retain the 
Name of Chriſtians, but without the Power; 
the Holy Ghoſt, which deſcended on the 
Apoſtles with ſuch mighty Power, has long 
ſince forſaken us: All Mankind, throughout 
the World, are ſeeking after ſomething, they 
know not what; there is not an Individual in 
the whole World, but finds a Want of ſome- 
thing, and this ſomething which all call 
Happineſs ; (and who does not want, or wiſh 
to be happy) but the Ways to attain it, are ſo 


various and ſo uncertain, that I may ven- 


ture to affirm, that there is no one Mortal 
can ſay, he is compleatly happy, nor can be, 


in this preſent forſaken Deſertion of the Holy 


Ghoſt ; ' thoſe that come neareſt to it, are 
thoſe whoſe religious Principles make them 
honeſt in the Dark; let them be what 
they will, they had better have none at all, 
and die with a Lord ------, with one Act of | 
Faith, if their outward Profeſſion does not 
entirely extinguiſh all ſpiritual Pride and Hy- 
Res: and level them with the vileſt of 
Sinners: But thoſe who pretend to a 
Righteouj—- 


(26) 
Righteouſneſs of their own, and do not de- 
pend wholly on the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt to 
fave them, may practiſe as much outward 
Religion as they will, and find ſome Com- 
fort in it; it is according to the Degree of 
their Faith, or elſe that Comfort will forſake 
them in the Article of Death : Thoſe that de- 
pend upon much outward Forms to be ſeen 
of Men, have certainly leſs Faith than thoſe 
that can truſt themſelves to the Divine Ocean 


of Mercy, without Guides and Aſſiſtances, 


and can retire into the Cloſets of their Hearts, 
which they may do at any time, and in all 
Places, if we would confider that we are al- 
ways in the Preſence of God, that God is 
Life and every thing that lives muſt live in, 
and through him; and whoever lives in his 
Preſence, not only looking up to Heaven as 
a diſtant Place (where, undoubtedly, he is, 
and in Hell alſo, for there too he lives) but 
in ourſelves, for he is nigh unto every one of 


us, even in our Hearts and our Mouths; he, 


I fay, that always acts in every thing he does, 
as in the immediate Preſence of God, cannot. 
commit Sin ; whenever we commit Sin, it. 
is becauſe we have not at that Time the Fear 
of God before our Eyes; but the Misfortune. 
is, we are taught to look at a Diſtance, and. 
not at home. Had Lord - - - - been = 
this Doctrine, he had never run into the 


Exceſſes he did, and come to an ignominious 


Death: 
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Death : Nor Mr. 58 Servant, with all his 


Righteouſneſs and Grace of Aſſurance, had he 
had the Fear of God before his Eyes when 


he robbed his Maſter, had not come to the 
ſame Fate; what, and in whom, his Relian- 


ces were, till the Halter was put about his 


Neck, are, and may be ſuppoſed to be, in the 


Goodneſs of the Sect he profeſſed, and out- 


ward Profeſſion of the Merits of Chriſt, thro 
the Mediation of his Prieſt; but what his 
Reliances were when the Cap was pulled over 
his Eyes, when all Helps, Prieſts, Prayers 
and Ejaculations failed, God only knows : 
when a Man is drowning, and has caught at 
every Twig, and finds that nothing can fave 
him, it is natural to ſuppoſe, let him be as 
righteous, or as wicked as you will, he will 
fink with a Lord have Mercy upon me.” 
And I ſuppoſe it is pretty much the ſame Caſe 
in Hanging : The Righteouſneſs in the one, 
or the Wickedneſs of the other, when in 
Extremity, will, when all human Helps fail, 

apply one true Act of Faith, which neither 
of them ever did in their former Lives. The 
Religious, indeed, lay a Claim to a Preference 
(eſpecially if they have been truly haneſt in 
the dark, not Hypocrites, nor Time-ſervers) 
in human Judgment they certainly deſerve 
the Preference; but let their Righteouſneſs be 


what it will, their Integrity never ſo great, 


let them fancy themſelves regenerated, and 
ſure of Salvation, the Moment they _—_ 
7585 | D is 
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this Life; if they have the leaſt Dependance 
on their own Righteouſneſs or Opinions, and 
cannot entirely relinquiſh all as of no account, 
and rely alone on the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
not in Words only; he will find himſelf in 
as miſerable a State as the moſt vile Sinner. 
But will you ſay, can. this Doctrine be recon- 
ciled with Divine Juſtice? To what purpoſe 
have we been labouring all this Time, (if we 
who have obſerved all outward Forms, public 
and private Devotions, and done every Act of 
Juſtice in our Power) muſt be ranked with 
the vileſt of Sinners? I will anſwer you with 
another Queſtion, Have you never committed 
a Sin in your whole Liſe? If you can lay 
your Hand upon your Heart, and ſay, You 
have not; I will pronounce you ſhall never 
die, or paſs through ſuch lambent, purgatorial 
Fires, as tranſlated Enoch and Elijab from 
the Earth, without paſſing through the Me- 
dium of Death; but you will ſay, We of 
the Reformed Church, that have ſeparated 
ourſelves from the Church of Rome, deny 
any Degree of Purgatory, or Purification after 
Death, but that every one, immediately after 
their Souls are ſeparated. from their Bodies, 
paſs into eternal Happineſs, or eternal Miſery:- 
The Doctrine. of Purgatory, as it has been 
vilely abuſed by the Romzſh Prieſts, and is fo 
ſtill, was ſhocking to the firſt Reformers, 
and is fo at this Time to all that call them- 
ſelves Prete/iants, "—_— Prejudice of Edu- - 

cation. 
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cation. I 1 ſay a State of Purification aſter 
Death, (I will not call it Purgatory in the 
Senſe the Romiſh Prieſts have repreſented it,) 
and as none, let them be as holy as they will, 
can fay | they die without Sin; there muſt be 
a State hedein the Souls, even of the Righ- 
teous, muſt be made perfect; and thoſe of 
the Wicked muſt paſs through ſeverer Tor- 


ments, till they are brought to acknowledge, 


that it is through Chr:/? alone the Divine 


Light; they will at laſt be brought into 


that original State from which our firſt Pa- 
rent 1s fallen, and all we, his Deſcendants ; 
fince alone it can be ſaid, that Chriſt has 
died for all Men, -and that all Mankind, 
from Adam to the ſecond Coming of our IN 
viour, will be brou ght into a State of Salva- 
tion. 

But Proteſtants, who; in "ele firſt ric ing 
from the Church of Rome, among other Er- 


rors, (ranking upon the bad Uſe the Roman 


Catholic Prieſts made of it, a further Purifi- 
cation after Death,) have ran into another 


Extreme, ſuppoſing that, immediately upon 
the Separation of the Soul from the Body, it is 


received into eternal Happineſs, or eternal 


Miſery ; but where is the Man that can truly 
fay, J am perfect, I need no Purification. 
It is true, the Words eternal, everlaſting 
Fires, the Worm that never dies, &c. ſeem 
to carry ſuch a Senſe; but then it is as true, 
ny theſe Expreſſions have been violently- 
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ſtrained by the Reformers, (and much beyond | 
what the true Meaning of the Words will 
bear, as is plainly proved by Dr. Burnet, of 
the Charterbouſs, in his Treatiſe De Statu 
Mortyorum ) to anſwer ſome private and ſelfiſh 
Ends, viz. to ſet themſelves in the Chair of 
Infallibility, and as many Reformers ſo many 
Popes ; each claiming to themſelves a Right 
of. anathematizing all, that do not adhere to 
their Opinions. 
Hence religious (or rather diabolical). Wars, 
Strifes about Opinions, Books upon Books, 
each condemning each others Opinions : and 
though among us that call ourſelves Proteſt- 
ants, though we don't admit of an Inquiſition, 
we perſecute with the Tongue each Church 
and Seq, aſſuming Infallibility, condemns, 
at leaſt tacitly, all other Churches and Sets, 
each for itſelf, (if the Members thereof live 
up to the Principles of the Church or Sec, 
they belong to, and obſerve all outward Forms 
— Decorum) to immediate eternal Happineſs, 
or immediate eternal Miſery; though as I ob- 
ſerved before, there is no Man i A his right 
Senſes will affirm, that he is perfe& and fit 
to be tranſlated into the immediate Preſence of 
God; fora Man that has work'd himſelf up 
to a F aith of Aſſurance, or through a miſtaken 
Notion of imputed Righteouſneſs, is not in 
his right Senſes ; Nor, on the other hand, do 
{ believe any Man is in his right Senſes, that 
has not been drove to Diſtraction by Preach- 


ers, 


ever and ever. 
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ers, or Reading, that believes he ſhall be eter- 


nally damn d; let him have been as great a 
Sinner as poſſible, if, as I ſaid before, he is in 


his right Senſes : Now, theſe Opinions, the 


Grace of Aſſurance of immediate Happineſs 
after Death, or eternal Damnation, are the 


f n Tenets of Proteſtants by rejecting a 


tate of Purification after Death; and all the 
Diſputes, and innumerable Volumes that have 
been written by Proteſtants againſt Proteſtants, 
each Church, Party, or Sect, condemning 
each other. But why ſhould we be ſo much 
frightened at the Doctrine of a Purification | 
after Death, merely, becauſe. the Roman 


Catholic Prieſts have made a bad Uſe of it. 


It is certain we all have Need of it, even the 
very beſt of us, thaugh to ſuch it may prove 
but lambent Flames; but to the more Pro- 
fligate, they may prove ſuch as a Liſton Exe- 
cution would appear, as nothing in Compari- 


ſon, though ſuppoſed, according to the Senſe 


we put upon the Word Eternity, to laſt for 


But the Fact appears to be this; the very 
moment we are deprived of our outward 
Senſes, by the Means of which, we meaſure 
Time, we are in Eternity; everyone experiences 
this in a profound Sleep, for when he awakes, 
let his Sleep have been long or ſhort,: he can- 
not tell how long he has been afleep; he may 
have had pleaſant, heavenly, delightful 
Dreams, and when he awakes, it is with Re- 

gret 
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BY gret he finds | himſelf ſtill 1 and 
1 wiſhes that he might have dreamt on to Eter- 
rity, .or awake in pertect Bliſs: It was Eter- 


. nity to him while he had no means of mea- 
Hd ſuring Time; others, on the other hand, 
„ have Dreams as frightful and diſmaying, falling 
1 from Precipices, Murder, and every thing 
„ that is horrible, eſpecially thoſe that are trou- 
as bled with what is called the Incubus, or Night 
HS Mare; though to a By-ſtander it appears to be 


of a ſhort Duration, but to the Sufferer it ap- 


1 p=ars an age of Eternity ; and when he àwakes 
Ws dhe thinks himſelf in a kind of Heaven, in 
„ Compariſon of what he felt in his Sleep, tho 
Fi he has only awakened into this World: Some 
+ (Wn ſleep without Dreaming; and ſome dream 
00 Waking; which ſerras to be the Caſe of the 
bh. greateſt Part of Mankind at preſent ; but leaſt 
Fae vou ſhould think my Notion of a Purification 
J after Death a meer Dream, I ſhall produce a 
140% Text of Scripture which ſtrongly counte- 
„ nances, if not proves it. It is that of St. Peter, 
HAAR where he ſpeaks of Chriſt being put to death 
| Kh in the Fleſh, but quickned by the Spirit; by 
1 which alſo, he went and preached to the 
1 Spirits that were in Priſon; which ſometimes 
Wh were diſobedient, when once the Long-ſuffer- . 
5 ing of God waited in the Days of Noah, while 
| the Ark was preparing, where few, that is, 
"INE eight Souls, were ſaved by Water. Theſe 
We Spirits were the Souls of thoſe who periſhed 


„ in the Flood, and were reſerved in their proper 
708 Place 


UE 


©» FRO” 

Place till Chriſt ſhould come, and preach Re 
pentance to them. He went thither by the 
Spirit, namely, Chriſt; in the hypoſtatical U- 
nion of his oul and Godhead; he preach d 
unto Spirits, not to Men; to Spirits in Priſon, 

who were ſometime diſobedient, namely, be⸗ 
fore the Flood; whence I gather they were 
not diſobedient at the Time of Preaching. ' I 
could ſay a good deal upon this Subject, but 
Proteſtants Ears cannot bear it at preſent, till 
our Prejudices are ſomewhat worn off: How- 
ever reconciling to the merciful Deſigns of 
Providence, to fave us even from theſe purify- 
ing Fires, or at leaſt to make them light to 
us, how conducive to extirpate that condemn- 
ing Spirit among Proteſtants of all Denomina- 
tions, of dooming each other (tacitly at leaſt) 
to eternal Damnation; how far, I ſay, a ſober, 
unprejudiced Examination of this Doctrine of 


Purification after Death, may contribute to the 


reconciling Chriſtians. of all Denominations, 
as well as the Ways of Providence, Time 
only will ſhew. But that all Chriſtendom, and 
indeed the whole World, are at this Time ii 
a State of Darkneſs, or at leaſt groping by a 
faint Light, ſince the Deſertion of the Holy 
Spirit, I ſhall. illuſtrate by two remarkable 


Hiſtories I have ſomewhere met en with 


which I ſhall conclude. | 
1758 Suppoſe toro Jews, and both in the a 


. * of Vprightneſs and Fidelity in obey- 


ng 


— 
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(32) 
their Conſciences; here then you lee 
_—_ ſo far as the Will i 1s Concerned, in a 
perfect Equilibrium, in regard to Truth. If 
they have any Obſtacles ſtill remaining, 
which oppoſe its Imprefſions, the Will has 
no ſhare in them; thoſe Obſtacles come 
from a more remote quarter, as we have 
already obſerved; they were formed in 
them before it was in their Power to miſ- 
© truſt them. 
Let us now ſee how different Circum-- 
« ſtances may concur towards puttin g two 
* Perſons ſo equal, as to the main of their 
© Diſpoſitions, in a different Point of View, 
in regard to Opinions. 
Firſt then, we are to place our two Jews 
© in- different Countries, though both in a 
Condition of knowing the Chriſtians, and 
hearing them talk of Religion. To diſtin- 
8 ih them the better, I ſhall call one 7o- 
pb, the other Benjamin; they ſhall both 
be ſuppoſed willing to doubt, whether they: 
© are in Poſſeſſion of Truth or not; fo that 
© here we ſee each of them employ d in ſeek- 
© ing Chriſtians . of giving them Infor- 
c en. 7 
; © "7oſeph lives in a Country ( Holland) whers 
c clans are divided into ſeveral Sects, ſuch 
© as Roman Catholics, Calviniſts, Lutherans, 
* Greeks, Anabaptiſts. He is in a Condition 
of enquiring into the Tenets of each, and 
b mining where Truth is? 


4 


en ee b.o 


8 Benja- 


( 33 ) 

Benjamin is not in a Condition of making 
the ſame Enquiry. In the Country where 
© he lives, (Avignon) only one Sect of Chri- 
© ſtians is allowed. His Situation appears 


much leſs advantageous than that of Joſeph. 


After he has thoroughly examined the Doc- 
© trine and Condu of ſuch Chriſtians, he 
© has more Diſlike to them than ever; and 
© concludes, that, if the Chriſtians, whom he 


_ * knows not, are no better, they are not in 


< poſſeſſion of the Truth. However, he ſuſ- 
« pends his Judgment, and propoſes to travel 
* for a thorough Information. 

Let us return to Joſeph. Without leaving 
© his own Country, he takes a View of the 
different Sects of Chriſtians, applying him- 
« ſelf to the Doctors of each ſucceſhvely. 

He finds Men more eager in extolling the 
* Excellency of their own particular Se over 
the reſt, than in ſhewing the ſuperior Ex- 

cellency of Chriſtianity in general. What 
gives him moſt perplexity is, that each Sect 


- 


< pretends to be the Depoſitary of pure Truth, 


« exclufive of all the reſt. 

He finds among the Doctors of each Sect 
a Spirit of Partiality, poſitive and paſſionate 
* againſt all other Parties. Thoſe of the in- 
* fallible Sect, in particular, ſhock and diſeou- 
* rage him, in proportion to the Attempts 


they make for gaining him. 


© From the Eccleſiaſtics he goes to the 
« Laity; where he finds the Mind poſſeſſed 
HS 7, - « with 


S K ‚ K 


(34). 
with the ſame Prejudices ; a Set of Men, 
among whom Religion is placed only in 
Memory, or outward Show, to which they 
give the Name of Worſhip ; among whom 
Conſcience is known only by Name z or 
the Advantage they are able to make of that 
of other Men ; People, who, in ſhort, ido- 
lize themſelves, are their own Center, and 
their own End. 

Here now our poor Joſeph is till more 


and more embarraſſed. His Fund of Up- 


rightneſs helps him to diſcover in the nomi- 
nal Chriſtians, a Fuſſe, which makes him like 
them the leſs, the better he knows them. 

However, he is not yet quite diſcouraged ; 
he is reduced to a Suppoſition that the Re- 
ligion of Chriſtians is different from their 
Practice; all that puzzles him is the Divi- 
fion and Oppoſition of Parties.. From the 
Laity he goes back to the Doctors; and pro- 


l * poſes an Expedient for informing of himſelf 
100 | thoroughly of the Truth; which is to let 
ks him ſee how they agree in the Eſſentials of 


* 


1 Religion, and give him a View of that in a 


{imple and preciſe Manner, without requir- 
ing him to take the Name of one Sect or 
Party, rather than another, or perplexin 8 
himſelf with particular Opinions. 

The Propoſal appears reaſonable. A Day 
is fixed for diſcuſſing the Queſtion. The 
Doctors of each Seck chuſe ſuch of their 
Number as they eſteem furniſhed with = | 

c be 
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(35) 
# 'beſt Abilities; and thus form a fort of 7 
t nod. The Jew doth not inſiſt on 
0 admitted into it; he is content to wait bh 


© Reſult of their Deliberation. Let us now 
; ſee how they proceed. 


At firſt great Civilidies' and much olite- 
neſs are uſed among the Doctors; they 
< mutually promiſe to 285 ſome Conceſſions 


on all ſides for the common Intereſt of 
6 Chriſtianity: The Queſtion here is not con- 


's. cerning the Converſion of one ſingle Yew, 
but of great Numbers, who may be influ- 
« enced by his Example; this is a ſufficient 
Motive for engaging them to exert them- 
« ſelves in a particular Manner. 
| © They begin with diſcuſſing the funda-* 
mental Points, or the Articles of the Creed, 
on which they eaſily agree; as they do 
s likewiſe in admitting the Scripture to be the 
Word of GOD. 
Thus far they are of a Mind. One of 
the Company propoſes to ſtop here, and 
6 preſent the Jew with the Chriſtian Religion 
in a plain, and at the fame Time extenſive 
Manner, without embaraſſing him with 
the particular Senſes, which each Party pre- 
*< tends to find in the Sacred Writings. 
The Propoſal is unanimouſly hiſſed; ac- 
'£ cording to them, the thing 18 impradticable, 


and ſubject to a thouſand Inconveniencies. 


After all, what fort of a Chriſtian would a 


* Man be, who is not firſt inſtructed by the 
E 2 © Doctors 
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(36) 
Doctors in the true Senſe of the Scripture 3 
who reſts ſatisfied with being a Chriſtian in 
general, without declaring for any particu- 
lar Religion? A Chriſtian like this would 
be a Man without Religion ; and we all 
know. how pernicious a thing it is to profeſs 
an Indifterence to particular Religions, not 
to ſay Sects. Hence it is unanimouſly con- 


_ that if the Jew embraces Chriſtia- 


he muſt at the ſame time declare for 
— particular Religion, muſt take one Side 
or another; in a word, he muſt have a Re- 
ligion. 


Here they are once more all of a Mind. 


c "There remains now but one Point to be 


cleared up or decided, vis. which is the 
true Religion, which the beſt adapted for 
ſecuring Salvation; in ſhort, which is moſt 
agreeable to the Goſpel, and the Doctrine 
of the Apoſtles. : 

This is the difficult Point ; the more they 
ſtrive to clear it up, the more perplexed it 
appears. After five or ſix hours employed 
in the Diſcuſſion of this ſingle Queſtion, 
every one is juſt where he begun; each pre- 
tends that his own Religion is the only one 
exempt from Error, and teaches the Evan- 
gelical Truth in all its Purity. 

Joſeph by this time grows impatient to 
know the Concluſion of the Doctors: He 
is introduced into the Aſſembly: is told 
what has paſſed : that the whole Company 


-© are 


— 


(37) 

4 rfectly agreed on all Points, exce 
the INI relates to his Choice of 2 
Party. Upon this, the Moderators, or Deans 
72 each Party, one after another, entertain 
with an Apology for their reſpective 
0 a: Each of 3 maintains that his 
* alone can juſtly claim the Title of Religion; 
that all the reſt are no better than ſo many 
« Sets, where the Truth is allied, and dif- 
« guiſed fo as not to be known; _- | 
« Diſcourſes ſo oppoſite one to. the — 5 
« ſtrike Joſeph quite dumb: He is ſilent for 

ſome Time: He recollects what he has read 
« in the Moſaic Hiſtory concerningithe Tower 
of Babel, and the Confuſion of "Tongues. 
This Silence gives each of the Doctors 
Ho that he will declare for his Sect; and 
< each grows impatient to hear the Jew pro- 
© nounce in his Favour. At laſt Joſeph comes 
to a Reſolution : He cuts the Gordian Knot, 
« by declaring that the Confuſion of Tongues 
© muſt ceaſe among them, particularly among 
the Guides, before he becomes a Chriſtian-: 
Wat Truth being one, cannot be unlike 1thelf*: 
That, if Chriſtians are really the People of 
God, there is Reaſon to pet. that, ſooner 
or later, he will raiſe up Guides, who will 
not oppoſe one another: That the Conduct 
of Gop, in regard to the antient Mraelites, 
is a Proof of this: That, as ſoon as he ſees 
the Way made plain, and the Guides united 
walk firſt in it, he will willingly follow 


* 
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638) | 
* them; fnarhdthing keeps him at a Diſtance 
from Chriſtianity, ar the Diviſions' he ſees | 
amongſt Chriſtians, 7H, 
c 72 upon this ratires, without! waiting 
for any farther Reply; and not meeting with | 
Chriſflans of a different make from theſe, 
during the Courſe of his whole life, he re- 
tains the Name of a Jew; and, under an 
Appearance ſo deſpicable in the Eyes of no- 
minal Chriſtians, eonceals the Interior of: A 
true Chriſtian, or the Diſpoſition | ALD is 
the eſſential Part of it. 
We left Benjamin big with a Deſign of 12. 
velling, in order to make himſelf acquainted 
with the ſeveral Sects of Chriſtians. - He 
ſets out, and viſits ſeveral Cities, Academies, 
and Univerſities. 
His firſt Obſervation in general i is, has an 
Chriſtians, of what Sect ſoever, are exactly 
of the ſame Mind in one Point. That Point 
is a Love of Riches, an inſatiable Deſire of 
adding to their Fortunes. In that reſpect 
they are more Jews than the Fews therm 
ſelves. Benjamin cannot enough wonder at 
ſeeing Men, who acknowledge JE SUS of 
Nazareth, the Son of a poor Canjentes; for 
their King, do all in their Power for raiſing 
themſelves to Dignities, for enriching them- 
ſelves; in fine, for being the direct Contrary 
4 of What he was in this World. 
WG le finds the fame Spirit generally diffuſ- 
mY ed through the Eccleſiaſtics of all Sects. 
In 
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In this reſpec they ſeem not leſs the reverſh 
of the Fiſhermen or Apoſtles, than the Groſs 
« of Chriſtians are of Jeſus. 

le aks himſelf how Men, fo uniform'in 
the main, whoſe Inclinations are ſo exactly 
the · ſame, ſhould be divided, and wrangle 
„about Opinions; the Difference of which 
lies, or is conſiderable, only in the Imagina- 

* tion? He is tempted to tell them, they are 
better agreed than they imagine; that, in- 
« ſtead 2 being divided into ſeyeral Sects or 
F Religions, they are all of the ſame. | 
What is remarkable is, that they are fo at 
the bottom of their Hearts; they perform 
not the Acts of it out of Grimace, or per- 
* functorily. This Religion has an univerſal 
Influence over all their Opinions, and over 
c 
Cc 
7 


* their whole Conduct, even when they do 


not think of it. Without reflecting on it, 


* they accompliſn its Precepts, 


Benjamin, conceiving this Idea of the 
Power which Religion A have over the 
* whole Man, can find among the Chriſtians 
but one Religion, which is the fame that 
* reigns equally over all corrupt Perſons, whe- 
* ther Pagans, Jews, or Mahometans; and 
* which, at the bottom, is nothing but an 
F idolatrous Self- love, divided into as many 
Branches as Men have Paſſions and vicious 

* Inclinations. 
Benjamin looked not out for ſuch a Reli- 
F gion among Chriſtians ; he enquired for 
Chriſtia- 
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Religion. Qpeof them 1 is ſilent; Benjamin 


(40) | 
Chriſtianity ; could he enquire for it elſe- 


© where? What is Chriſtianity then, ſays he 


within himſelf? Whither muſt I go to find 


it? In the Goſpel, and in the Memory of 
Chriſtians ? 
© Thereupon he propoſes to hear their moſt 


celebrated Doctors; he applies ſucceſſively 
to ſeveral, and of different Sects. Each of 
them gives ſo beautiful an Idea of Chriſtia- 

nity, that Benjamin tells them, at that rate 


there are no Chriſtians in the World. One 


of them owns, there is but too much 'Truth 


in the Obſervation. To whom do you 
preach then, ſays the Jew. To Chriſtians 
in appearance, replies the Doctor; but, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, to real Pagans. 


Hence Benjamin concludes it better for 


him to remain a Jew, with Uprightneſs, 
and the Fear of God, than enter into a So- 


ciety, where every one knows how to diſ- 


guiſe himſelf, ſo as to appear what he is not, 
and not appear what he is. 

He now reſolves to return into his own 
Country: He has no further Enquiry to 

make among the Chriſtians; he has con- 


verſed with their different Sects, heard their 
— celebrated Doctors, and found no Up- 
tneſs or Simplicity among them, This 

is fafficient for diſcouraging him. 
He ſets out; and in an Inn meets with a 
Company of Chriſtians] s, who attack him on 


© looks 
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looks attentively at him, and finds ſome- 
thing in his Countenance that ſtrikes him. 
He diſengages himſelf from the reſt, and 
and accoſts . He aſks him whether 
he is not a Chriſtian, and why he does not 
undertake to convert him, as the others 
had done. "Tis, replies he, becauſe I am 
thinking to become a Chriſtian myſelf, Was 
you not born a Chriſtian then, ſays Benja- 
min? I was indeed born of Parents called 
Chriſtians, replies the fame Perſon, (to 
whom we ſhall give the Name of Sincerus) 
but that alone does not make a Man a 
Chriſtian; much more is required. Berja- 
min ſurprized at this Anſwer, in order to 
engage him to explain himſelf, aſks him of 
what Religion or Sect he is. Sincerus re- 


F 


plies; that he aſpires only at becoming a 
true Chriſtian, without giving ' himſelf the 
Trouble of engaging in any Sect ; that 
thoſe Diviſions and Oppoſitions ſhew they 
are Sets, not Religions; becauſe Religion 
is one, and cannot be divided. 
* Benjamin, ſtill more aſtoniſhed at finding 
a Chriſtian of this Make, aſks him, whe- 


ther it is poſſible for a Jew to become a 


* Chriſtian, without taking the Name of 
ſome Sect, and declaring for it againſt all 
others? To which Sincerus replies, that if 
it was poſſible to be a Chriftian in former 
Times, before the Introduction of Sects, 

it is poſſible to be one now, without en- 
of F © paging 
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(44) 
e oaging in any: that we are not to judge 


of Chriſtianity by the Dreſſes with which 


= Sect diſguiſes itſelf ; that it is in itſelf 
ſimple, and conſequently independent 
of the particular Opinions to which Men 
pretend to confine it: that Chriſtianity is, 
in Subſtance, no more than the Religion of 
Abraham and David, renewed by Jzsvs : 
a Religion, whoſe Baſes are Uprightneſs 
and Obedience to Conſcience ;; all the Pre- 
cepts of which are reduced to the Creature's 
being ſincerely devoted to the Creator; a 
Diſpoſition which includes all the Sacrifices 
that the true Children of Abraham may 
have been obliged to offer, to ſhew the 
Strength of their Faith, and the Sincerity 
of their Loe. 
Benjamin, whoſe Uprightneſs has already 
prepared the Way for all Truths that may 
be propoſed to him, feels the whole Force 
of this. He aſſures Sincerus, that the Veil 
is removed from his Eyes; and that, if 
he had ſeen Chriſtianity in this Light ſooner, 
he ſhould have been a Chriſtian long 
before. ' 
They afterwards diſcourſe more at lar 
on the Life of Jesus, his Inſtructions, his 
Sufferings, and the Deſign of his Death. 
I ſhall not relate what was ſaid on thoſe 
Subjects. I only add, that Benjamin, by 


the Uprightneſs of his Will, having al- 
| I the Diſpoſition eſſential to a true 


Chriſtian, 


ge 
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(45) 
Chriſtian, finds no difficulty in becoming 
ſuch in all reſpects, and, purſuant to the 
ſame Diſpoſition, expoſing himſelf to all 
the Perſecutions which the falſe Jews may 
* raiſe againſt him. Ze IS 
By this Example we may ſee how diffe- 
rent Circumſtances may combine to place 
«* Perſons equally upright in the main, in 
different Points of View, in regard to cer- 
* tain Truths. | 
Here now are our two Jews in the fame 
Degree of Uprightneſs, and equally faith- 
ful in obeying their Conſciences. By which 
* Means, one 1s brought to the clear Know- 
© ledge of Evangelical Truths: The other 


« ſtill remains in the Dark, in that Reſpect. 


* But this Obſcurity cannot render him cul- 
* pable; it comes from foreign Cauſes, in 
* which his Will has no Share. Had he 
* been in the ſame Circumſtances as Benjamin, 
he too would have become a Chriſtian. 
From all which it may be concluded, 
* that one is not leſs agreeable to God than 
the other, though under a different Name; 
and that he is not a Jew or a Chriſtian, who 
is outwardly ſuch,” 


The other Hiſtory I promiſed will carry its 
own Interpretation. 

© Between Arabia Petrea, and the Northern 

* Extremity of the Perſan Gulf, lies a ſub- 

| | 2 ; © terra. 
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(46) 
terraneous Country of vaſt * which 
is call'd the Catarombs. 
< 'The Inhabitants of that Place are bonn 
with very weak Eyes, and are very oddly 


form'd in other Reſpects. The Obſcurity 
of the Country ſuits them in all regards. 


They cannot bear the Light, without feel- 
ing the moſt violent Pain. We are told, 

however, that the Sun has in that Country 
a different Property from what it has in ours; 


that it inſenſibly cures all Indiſpoſitions of 


the Eye: that thoſe who have Courage 


enough to expoſe themſelves to its Heat, 


and bear the Pain it cauſes at firſt, accuſtom 


themſelves to it by Degrees, and in Time, 
come to have no Apprehenſions from it. 


We are likewiſe told that thoſe, whom 


the Light has penetrated moſt directly, and 


thus cured moſt perfectly, love it ſo as to be 


unable to live without it. 


This Country, though its Darknek dif. 


fers but little from our Night, is not entirely 


inacceſſible to ſome Rays of the Sun. The 
Inhabitants can allow it Entrance more or 
leſs as they pleaſe by little Wickets, which 
it is in their Power to open or ſhut. Theſe 
Wickets are placed at Openings made in 
the Rock, for allowing a Paſſage for the 
Light. 
© Befide the Inlets, which the Light may 
have through theſe Wickets, 'there are | 
here and there little Paths, through which | 
© the 
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© the Light makes its Way by ſeveral Wind- 
©..ings.. Theſe Paths are a fort of Turnings 
© which always run upwards,. and are full of 
Stones, each of them ſerving as a Step. 
As the People go up, the Light grows 
* ſtronger. and leſs indirect; and they begin 
© to feel ſomething of the Sun's Heat, in 
Proportion as they are enlighten d by it. 

© Theſe Paths, which extend ſeveral 
Leagues, terminate below in the dark 
Country, or the Kingdom of the Catacombs 
© and above iflue into the light Country in a 
* vaſt Plain. 

© The Inhabitants of the dark Country 
© can, by Means of their Paths, hold ſome 
Communication with thoſe of the light 


Country: They may even be led to it, if 


they pleaſe ; as the Inhabitants of the light 
Country, may in their Turn, go down into 
< the dark Country. 

It appears from the Memoirs, left us by 
« Hiſtorians, that thoſe different People have 
but little Inclination to viſit one another: 
that moſt of them have a very great Aver- 
< fion to it, which they cannot prevail with 


4 thankives to overcome. 


This Averſion may be accounted for in 


the following Manner: To begin with 


* thoſe of the gloomy Regions; it is eaſy 


© to conceive that the Pain they feel from 
the Light, is one of the chief Cauſes of it. 
0 W they are born in that Country, 
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they find there not only all Neceſſaries of 
Life, but likewiſe all that can render it a- 
greeable. The Darkneſs is fo far from be- 
ing a Grievance, that it is even pleaſant to 
them. They have the Secret of making 
Lamps, the Light of which doth not affect 
their Eyes like that of the Sun. By that 
Light they diſcern Objects, and make ſeve- 
ral Works. 

© Theſe People are very laborious; ind 
abound in Manufactures of all Sorts, pro- 
portioned to the Wants of the Inhabitants. 


Art ſupplied them with what Nature has 


not afforded. 
As their Sight is extremely weak, moſt 


of their Manufactures are employ'd for re- 


lieving them in that Point. This Relief 


conſiſts in an almoſt infinite Variety of 


Glaſſes of all Sorts. Theſe Glaſſes are ſo 
artfully made, that they do not appear like 
thoſe made in Europe. Some of them are 
deſign d for magnifying Objects; others 
for Teleſcopes. They have Glaſſes well 
colour d, which communicate the ſame 
Colours to the Object: Others are proper 
for embelliſhing, and hiding, or at leaft 
extenuating all Deformities. 
* Beſide theſe different Qualities, they 
have one which is peculiar to them ; the 
may ſerve as Looking-glaſles, Thus it is 
ealy for a Man, who holds them, to ſee 
himſelf in what Light he — = give 
imp 
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(49) 
himſelf embelliſhing Colours. The worſt 
is, that others, who are Maſters of the 
ſame Secret, often ſtrip him of thoſe bor- 
row'd Colours, and expoſe his natural Ug- 


© lineſs to View. 


« As to the Inhabitants of the light Coun- 
try, it is not ſurpriſing that they cannot 
prevail with themſelves to go down into 
the gloomy Regions. They have ſuffer d 
too much in leaving them. After having 


£ endured, in long and troubleſome Roads, 


all the Pain the Sun can give to weak Eyes, 


the Light is grown familiar to them, and 


they are as well pleaſed with it as if it was 
their own Element. By the ſame Light, 
they, at one Glance, diſcern both Perſons 


© and Things. They have no farther occa- 


ſion for Glaſſes ; which now would even 
hinder them from ſeeing, or, at leaſt, from 
viewing Objects as they are; and they are 
no longer in the Humour of ſeeing them 
diſguiſed. They bave likewiſe loſt the In- 
clination to borrowing Colours for giving 
them Beauty in their own Eyes, or thoſe of 
others. The Light, which by a Quality 
peculiar to that Country, ſerves them as a 
Mirrour, gives them a diſtin& View of their 
remaining Defects : They are willing to 
ſee their own Imperfections, and have them 
viſible to others. | 
© After this Account, are we to be ſur- 
prized that the gloomy Country, and the 
__ «© Manner 


= a 


< ſcription of the Situation of the Country, 
c to come to the Hiſtorical Part. s 


8, having ſhewn the different Situation of 
© theſe two Kingdoms, and the Paſſages 
from one to the other, put, me on obſery- 
ing the different Manners of the Inhabitants, 


* cerning them, which he tells me are worthy 
F of Credit, 


common Origin. It is related, that they 
were all at firſt placed in the Country of 


b of that Country; but that an Accident be- 
52 _ them which prejudiced” their Eyes, 


T7? 
© Manner of living there, are become inſup 
portable to them ; Not to mention. the 
ſtifling Air of that Country; an Air that 
nothing purifies; and which muſt be in- 
fected by Exhalations from the Bodies pent 
up in it. This Air, compared to that 
breathed by the Inhabitants of tlie light 
Country, would paſs rather for a Fog that 
hinders Reſpiration, than an Air proper to 
promote it. 

We read in the Memoirs ß. 
that a young African, who was conducted 
by a Genius to view the ſeveral Curioſities 
of the World, travelled into theſe two 
Countries. I ſhall here give you his own 
* Account of them both. I paſs by his De- 


'm A 


V0 


K 


© The Genius, who inſtructed me, hays he, 


and gave me ſome Pieces of Hiſtory con- 
© Theſe two People, ſaid he, have one 
Light, and were wel treated by the King 


af 


. | 
and at the ſame time made them deformed 
© in other reſpects, obliged them to fly from 
* the Light, and ſeek a Retreat in the Cata- 
« combs: that, having found an Alum ſuit- 
© able to their Indiſpoſition, they ſettled there, 
© and ſet up the Manufactures we now ſee 
among them. 

I then aſk d my Genius, 1 came 
© thoſe Men who at preſent inhabit the 


2» Country of Light ? 


© They quitted the Catacombs, faid he, at 
the repeated Invitations of the King of 
Light. We are told that the ſame Prince, 
* mov'd with Compaſſion for thoſe diſtem- 
per d People, continu'd to. preſs their Re- 
turn: that, for that purpoſe, he directed 
the making of thoſe Paths, which inſen- 
* ſibly lead from one Country to the other: 
© that he ſent them repeated Meſſages, with 
Letters Patent, aſſuring them, the Light, 
they ſo much dreaded was the only Re- 
* medy that could cure them : He mention- 
« ed the Perſons ſent to them as ſo many 
« Witneſſes of the Truth of what he faid. 
© Thoſe Meſſengers being taken from a- 
* mong them, had been courageous enough 
to expoſe themſelves to the Heat of the 
Sun, and thus came in time not to fear it. 
c Hiſtory tells us, thoſe Meſſengers were 
receiv d more or leſs. favourably, according 
to the different Periods of Time, in which 
they appeared : That great Numbers of 
G * them 
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them were ill treated, and even perſecuted, 
not as Meſſengers from the King, but as 


Impoſtors : that, however, the Letters Pa- 


tent were regiſter d in the Public Annals: 
that after the Death of thoſe Meſlengers, 


both they and the Letters were held in great 
Veneration : that they were reſtored to the 
Title of the King's Meſſengers, and the Let- 
ters to that of Roy al Patents. 


© Beſide all this, as theſe Letters c came Gram 


the Country of Light, and were only ſo ma- 


ny Evidences in its favour, they inſenſibly 


received the Appellation of Light. Hence 
the Name of L:ght is become familiar to the 
Inhabitants of the gloomy Regions. As 
the Name of the King of Light has in all 
times been honoured by them, as ſtill pro- 
feſſing themſelves his Subjects; every one 
was deſirous of being furniſhed with the 
Letters of Light: every one valued himſelf 
on aſſerting their Excellency; their Name, 
and that of the King, echoed from all 


Parts. 


It is very remarkable that the ſame Prince, 
having, from time to time, ſent Meſſengers 
with ſuch Letters they were all ill treated. 
But what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, is, the 
King's Son, appearing to confirm the Teſti- 
mony of his TRE was taken for the 
greateſt Impoſtor of all, and put to Death 
as ſuch. 


c Seiz d 


- 


(53), 
© Seiz'd with Aſtoniſhment at an Event fo 
© incredible, I aſked my Genius, whether the 
King's Son was provided with ſuch Letters 
Patent, as were proper to make him known 
© to his Subjects. 

He was, replied he, provid ed with moſt 
© authentic Teſtimonies, beſide the Evidences 
« given of him in the other Letters Patent. 
Were not thoſe former Letters conſulted ? 
* faid I, They were, anſwered my Genius; 
and it was by thoſe very Letters that they 
thought themſelves authorized to reject lum. 

Some Difference they found between the 
© former Letters, and thoſe brought by the 
King's Son. This, at leaſt, was their pre- 
© tence; but, at the bottom, it was their 
Averſion to the Light, for which the Prince 
© had opened a Paſſage more than all the for- 
© mer Nleſſengers had done. Beſides, the 
Teſtimony which he gave, engaged great 
Numbers of the Inhabitants to walk in the 
* narrow Paths: The Credit of Glaſſes began 
* to decline: Several Perſons ventured to open 
« the little Wickets, in order to accuſtom 
* themſelves to the Impreſſions of the * | 
and view Objects by it. | 
The Wickets being a little opened, let too 


C ſtrong a Light into the Country. Beſides what 


© their Eyes ſuffered from it, they diſcovered 

< Deformities; which till then had been hid: 

© A Remedy muſt be found for an Evil that 

: might be attended with ſuch pernicious Con- 
G 2. QUENCES, 


- > wen ˙· r‚ ˙ 3 2 — — —— — — 7 — 
. & 


(6) ” 
« Partiſan of Light. At the fame time they 
charged one another reciprocally with being 
« Sectaries of the Kingdom of Darkneſs. : 

« As the Followers of each Party ſaw Ob- 
jets through Glaſles made by . thoſe of his 
own, every one accuſed the Glaſſes made 
elſewhere of disfiguring Objects, and pre- 
ſenting Black for White. Every one was 
ready to lend his Neighbour the Glaſſes he 
uſed, as the only true ones, which ſhew 
things as they are. „„ 

« I then enquired of my Genius how long 
the Conteſt had been depending. Above 
« ſixteen hundred Years, ſaid he, in relation 

© to the Subſtance and Eſſence. For the Di- 

« viſion was not ſo evident, at firſt ; but the 
Wo, matter may be traced ſtill higher, in the firſt 
TT « regard. | ve 
{FRY I aſked whether any one is accuſed: of 
. 1 being the Author of this Diviſion. Some, 

Wh iy _ © replied he, attribute it to the Policy of the 
„ Prince of the Catacombs, who is, they ſay, 


N % a A A @+a 


at the bottom of this Affair, though he 
does not appear in it. It is thought his 


15 « Deſign was, by this Means, to detain his 
PRs Subjects in his Kingdom; and, by amuſ— 
1 ing them with Diſputes on the Book of 

97 Light, make them give over all Thoughts 
8 aof thoſe narrow Paths, which lead to the 

ME: Kingdom of Light. The fame Prince is 

Fakes * ſuſpected of having a conſiderable hand in 
155 * the ſudden Diſtemper with which the _—_ | 
THe | 0 __ © Inha> 
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« Inhabitants of the Country of Light were 

« ſeized, and of having brought them under 
« his Dominion- by his Stratagems. At leaſt 
« this is related as a Fact in the Book which 
bears Teſtimony of the Light. 
But whatever becomes of this Queſtion, 
« the Policy aſcribed to that Prince, produced 
© its intended Effect. Each Party, pretend- 
« ing to be Partiſans of Light, thought no 
more of quitting the Country: Each of 
« them thought itſelf well ſituated; and, 
« if any — d an Idea of a more lumi- 


« nous Country, they immediately ſaid with- ._ 


« in themſelves, that this Light was reſerved 
only for another Life: that it was a raſh 
« Attempt to pretend to make their Way to 
« it, while they ſojourn d in this Body; in a 
Body fo little diſpoſed to admit of Light: 
that they could not face it without feeling 
great Pain: that without that Light, the 
Kingdom of the Catacombs afforded enough; 
© and that they might, in all Reſpects, re- 
main there to Advantage, be accommo- 
dated with all Sorts of Conveniences ; after 


which, when they left theſe Bodies, they 
© ſhould be received into the Kingdom a 


Light. 
In this the maſt oppoſite Parties gene- 
rally agree. The Conteſt, however, ſtil! 
fubſiſts, the Breach grows wider; and it 
© is affirm * _ beſide the Diviſion, which 
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reigns between the ſeveral Parties, - each 
Party is as much divided within itſelf. 
Here I aſked my Genius, whether, among 
all the Inhabitants of this Kingdom, there 
were none who endeavour'd a Re- union? 
Thoſe only, ſaid he, who dare undertake 
to tread in the narrow Paths which lead to 
the Country of Light, How ſo, faid I? 
Doth that remove the Differences between 
the Parties? You ſhall know, replied he, 
how this comes to paſs. - Whatever Di- 
ſtance there is from one Path to another at 
firſt, they come nearer together as the 
Travellers advance. It is obſervable, that 
ſeveral of thoſe Paths meet, and become 
one. Thus Men are re- united, who, at 
their firſt ſetting out, were at a great Di- 
ſtance one from another. 
« What farther contributes to re- unite 
them, added he, is, that in Proportion as 
they approach the Light, and their Eyes 
become able to bear it, they are all illumi- 
nated by the ſame Light. The Diverſity 
of Lights, which occafions Diviſion in the 
Kingdom of the Catacombs, having no Place 
here, all Subjects of Diſpute ceaſe. As 
they ſee Objects by the ſame Light, they 
no longer differ in the Judgment they form 
of them. 
After all, we are told that — Variety 
in the Manner of beholding Things doth 
0 not 
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not divide them. Their chief Concern is 
to proceed and walk toward the Light, 
rather than take Notice of the Objects they 
meet in their Way. 
But, ſaid I, what is it car makes this 

Road ſo difficule ? And why is it trod by 
ſo few? Some Courage is required for that, 


replied my Genius; on one Hand, to place 
_ one's ſelf above all that may be thought or 


ſaid by the Inhabitants of the Country; in 
whoſe Opinion thoſe Roads are uſeleſs, and 
even dangerous: on the other, to bear all 
the Pain, that weak Eyes may feel from 
the Impreſſions of Light ; not to mention 


the Length and Difficulty of the Journey. 


© I then aſked, whether the Difficulties 
were always the ſame in this Road ; and 
whether ſome had more to ſtruggle with 
than others. The Difficulties, faid he, 
vary ad infinitum, according to the Diſpoſi- 
tion, Age and Courage of the Perſons. 

* The firſt Step, which is commonly the 
moſt difficult, gives ſome infinitely more 
Pain than others. I deſired to know the 
Reaſon of this; and who ſufter'd moſt on 


this Occaſion. "Thoſe faid he, whoſe In- 


diſpoſition of Eyes is grown inveterate by 
Age, and who for that Reaſon muſt feel 
more acute Pain from the Light. Another 
Thing that renders this firſt Step fo diffi- 
cult to them, is, that they till then thought 
themſelves in the Manſions of Light : they 
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Ss 
© had not obſerved the Indiſpoſition of their 
Eyes in regard to it; and they muſt be 
8 need of that, before they reſolve on 
© this firſt Step. Great Numbers ſtop here, 
© not being able even to permit themſelves to 
© be undeceived in that Point. 

© Young People have leſs Difficulty in 
* making this firſt Step, as their Indifpoſition 
in Regard to the Light is leſs ſtrong, and as 
* they did not imagine themſelves fo clear- 
© ſighted as the former. Speaking in general, 
© continued he, ſome Exceptions are to be 
* made. Each Age has Obſtacles to ſur- 
mount, which are peculiar to it; and in 
every Age the Deciſion is made by the Will. 
© However, all Things conſider d, young 
People have the Advantage; and among 
them, ſuch as have Courage, and preſume 
* leaſt on their being enlighten d. 
How happens it, ſaid I, that among 
People, who believe themſelves in the 
Country of Light, fome think of leaving it, it, 
and going in Queſt of another? 
© This commonly happens, anſwer'd my 
Genius, when on reading the Book, which 
© bears Teſtimony of the Light, ſome open 
* the Wickets to give themſelves Light, and 
this find that Light of a very different 
* Kind from what ſhines in the Kingdom of 
© the Catacombs : that the Book which bears 
* the Title of Light, is written only to give 
e Teſtimony of it, and direct Men to the 


3 


061 ) 
Country where it ſhines. The ſame Book 
© points out the little Paths, as the Roads 
© which others have taken to arrive there. 
© Thus they are at full Liberty to determine 
c whether they will take that Road, or re- 
main in the gloomy Regions. If they re- 
© ſolve on the latter, they are obliged to 
© ſhut the Wickets, to avoid being hurt by 
© the Rays, which their Eyes are not able to 
bear; for you muſt know that the Rays 
6 
c 


© of Light, which paſs through the Wickets, 


give much more Pain than what ſhines in 
„the little Paths. 
But, replied I, is not the ſame Light 
« the e of both ? Yes, ſaid he; but, 
© as it is more ſtreighten'd by the Wickets 
* than by thoſe Paths, and darts on ſuch as 
* reſide on the ſame Place, it ſtrikes them 
* ſo as to give them more Pain than is felt 
© by thoſe whom it enlightens in the Paths, 
and walk without ſettling any where. 
© I then enquired of my Genius, how they, 
who are acquainted with the Book which 
bears Teſtimony of the Light, could, with- 
out that Guide, find the Paths that lead to 
it. | 
« The Rays, faid he, which they receive 
at the Wickets, direct them to the ſmall 
Paths ; then they begin to have ſome Ex- 
rience of the Light ; and underſtand that 
it comes from another Country. What- 
ever their Eyes ſuffer from it at firſt, they 
2 A- thin 
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(6) 
think it beautiful, and perceive, by a Yene 


« ſrai quoi, which is a Conſequence of their 


Origin, that they were made for the Coun- 
try, where it ſhines. This Sentiment they 
have in common with all thoſe, who have 
not increaſed their Indiſpoſition by the 
continued Uſe of the coloured Glaſſes. 
They then try to find ſome Opening, 
through which they may make their Way 
to that Light. While they are groping 
along, they diſcover the little Paths, and 
attempt to tread in' them ; and from that 
Moment it is entirely in their own Power 
to purſue their Journey. The fame Light 
ſerving them as a Guide, and continually 
increaſing, it is, I ſay, entirely in their own 


Power, if they will but bear the Fatigues 


which are inſpanble from ſuch an nt 


tempt. 


Miethinks, ſaid I, thoſe, of whom on 


ſpoke laſt, more ealily come to a Reſolu- 


tion of travelling toward the Country of 
Light, than thoſe in Poſſeſſion of the Book, 


which bears Teſtimony of it. May it not 


thence be concluded, that the ſaid Book is 


become rather prejudicial than advantageous 
to them ? 

It becomes prejudicial to thoſe only, re- 
plied he, who pervert the Uſe of it ; but is 
infinitely advantageous to others. It ſerves 
them as a Teſtimony through their whole 
Journey, by the Relation * diſcover be- 
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(63) 
tween their own Steps and the Tracks of 
the Prince and his Meſſengers. It ſup- 
ports and encourages them under their 
Difficulties and Fatigues, and lets them 
know the happy Lot reſerved for the n 
of their Journey. | z 
« Hence it appears that thoſe, who: are in 
Poſſeſſion of this Book, have a conſiderable 
— over thoſe, who never heard of 
; they have, at leaſt, more Encourage- 
— and Aſſiſtance, and may thus unravel 


ſuch Difficulties as prove A — to 


others. 


As for thoſe, to whom this Book * 
comes prejudicial, they can blame none but 


themſelves. This Book directs them to 
the Light, and points out the Way to it; 
ſhews them the Foot-ſteps of the Prince, 
and invites them to join him. This is the 


Uſe of a T eſtimony. Let us now ſee how 


it is perverted, and made to ſerve contrary 
Ends. Under Pretence of doing it more 
Honour, Men diveſt it of the Title of a 


Teſtimony, and call it the Light. Hence it 
is concluded that the gloomy Kingdom is 
well enlightened, that this Light is more 
than ſufficient, and that it would be unne- 


ceflary to ſeek for any elſewhere. | 
Here I aſk'd my Genius, whether th 
Prince of Light ſends any . freſh Meſſenger 


to reform this Abuſe; or whether he gives 


« himſef 
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. himſelf no * Concern for the Inhabi- 


© tants of the gloomy Country. 

© It is thought, anſwer'd he, that he 1 
ſtill equally concern'd for them; but it is 
added, that it would. be unneceſſary for 
him to ſend Meſſengers; becauſe the Peo- 
ple are in Poſſeſſion of the Book which con- 
tains the Teſtimony of the old Meſſengers: 
and, as the Prince doth Nothing uſeleſs, it 
18 concluded he will ſend no more. 

On that Foot, ſaid I, if the Prince form- 


ed a different Judgment of what may be 


uſeful or not ſo, and thought proper to 
ſend other Meſſengers, would they be treat- 


ed as Impoſtors, merely becauſe the Prince 


ought to do nothing uſeleſs? Ves, replied 


he; if not by all the Inhabitants, at leaſt, 


by thoſe who have already determined that 
the Prince will ſend none. 


But, ſaid I, would not the Way of Exa- 
mination take Place in this Caſe with ſeveral 


of. the Inhabitants ? Perhaps it might, an- 


ſwer'd he; but there is Reaſon to believe, 


that the different Glaſſes, through which 
great Numbers would ſee them, would pre- 
vent their knowing them ; and that only 
ſuch as would ſee with their own Eyes, and 
open the Wickets in order to receive Light, 
would be in a Condition of knowing them. 

I then aſked my Genius, what is the Lot 
of thoſe who obſtinately reſolve to continue 
in the Kingdom of the Cataconibs. 

The 
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< The moſt horrible that can be imagined, 
« faid he. After ſome Days Diverſion, allow'd 
them by the Prince, in order to amuſe them, 
they are removed into another Country be- 
longing to the fame Prince, where th 
feel the utmoſt Effects of his Vengeance. 
But what torments them moſt, is, that the 
Glaſſes and falſe Mirrours being then of no 
farther Uſe, they ſee themſelves, and are 
ſeen by others, as ſo many Monſters, In 
a Word, they ſee all that the Obſcurity of 
the gloomy Kingdom hid from their Eyes ; 
and their Bones are racked with acute Pains, 
which the Numbneſs, occaſion'd by the 
Moiſture of the ſaid Country, had ſuſpend- 
ed ; beſide all which, their Eyes, which 
could not bear the Light, are here obliged 
to ſuffer a devouring F ire. In ſhort, to 
compleat their Miſery, they have only what 
they themſelves choſe, and what they 
* have avoided.” 
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The following Manuſcript having fallen 
into my Hands, ſince the foregoing Sheets 
went to the Preſs, I ſhall preſent it the Read- 
er juſt as I received it, as it comes very home 
to the Subject I have been treating on; but 
as the Author of this Manuſcript ſeems to 
want a Concluſion, or is afraid, as a Proteſt- 
ant, to conclude, that there malt be a State 
of Purification after Death, (otherwiſe this 
fruly Scriptural Doctrine muſt be _— has 

roke 
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broke off ſomething abruptly; I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſupply the Remainder with ſome Re- 


| marks on the e _ which now 


follows. 


C 
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That the A is juſt, as N as 


good, I freely grant; and am perſuaded, that 
all his Attributes are ſo jointly connected, 
that he cannot be merciful without being 
juſt; nor cannot be juſt without being mer- 
ciful ; and that all the Attributes of the Al- 
mighty are inſeparable.----That Man, and 
all the human Race, all that ever had, or 
ſhall have a Being, I believe was created 
perfect, and ſtood compleat in the Loins of 
the firſt Man, Adam.----That he being our 
Repreſentative and Head, as long as he 
ſtood, we ſtood ; when he fell, we fell; for 
as by one Man Sin entered into the World, 


ſo Death.paſſed upon all Men; for all have 


ſinned, ſinned in Adam, as we ſtood in him 
ſome Thouſands of Vears before we had a 
Being. -In like manner, by the Righteouſ- 

neſs of one, the Gift is come upon all Men, 
to Juſtification of Life: For as by the Diſ- 

obedience of one, many or all were made 
Sinners ; ſo by the Obedience of one, many 
or all ſhall be made righteous.----Now tis 
agreed by all, that we all were made Sin- 
ners by the Eſt Adam; and St. Paul ſaith, 
that the very. ſame All ſhall be made 


righteous by. Jeſus Chriſt. Now as every 


c Man 


| SW 7 eo 
Man ſinned in Adam, only as he ſtood in 
s him, as he was in his Loins, Thouſands of 
| © Years, as I obſerved, before he ever. had a 
Being; and when he came into this World, 
© was under an invincible Neceſſity to be the 
Creature that he is, being born in Sin; ſo © 
c that the whole Bent and Bias of the Soul 
is to Sin; and not only fo, but we, his Po- 
r ſterity was ſo ruined by Adam, and this 
without our, Conſent and Concurrence. _ 
No in the fame Manner, is it not as 
< reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Chriſt ſhould be 
©. as great a Saviour, in every Degree, and in 
the ſame Latitude, in faving and redeem- 
© ing, as Adam was in ruining and deſtroy- 
* ing ?f---Now allowing the ſtricteſt Juſtice in 
© the Altnighty, and alſo that Jeſus Chriſt 
* was an exact Parallel with Adam; fure 
© then, all that Adam ruined, Jeſus Chriſt 
« the Lang Adam, will as ſurely fave: Now 
+ Ada did ruin all, every Individual, without 
_* any Confent of ours, or any Condition that 
e ye were to perform or do.---So, in the like 
manner, ſeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, 


hath performed all the Conditions that were 


required of Adam, and of us, himſelf; I 
«© think as abſolutely, and as unconditionally 
_ © as the firſt Adam: For the firſt Adam ſinned 
for us, and by his only Tranſgreſſion, hath 

_ © ruined all the whole Poſterity that he was 

Head and Repreſentative for.----So in the 
. « ſelf ſame abſolute, 2 unconditional Man- 

| : Os © Her, 


* 


* 


1 
ner, has - Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond IO 
an exact Parallel with the firſt, done all 
for our Recovery and Salvation, I think as 
ablotately as the firſt Adam did for our Ruin 
and Deſtruction. Now in this Manner 
« would I ground my Argumente If Adam, 
being only a finite Creature, could by Dif- - 
© obedience, deſerve infinite Puniſhment; 


A 
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ſurely, much more Chriſt, the ſecond 
Aaam, being infinite and eternal in him- 
« ſelf, being our Repreſentative and Head, in 
© the very {elf fame Manner Adam was, 
taking upon himſelf our Nature, in the very 
ſelf fame Manner and Degree as the firſt 
Adam did, to act for us, and to tranſact 
for us as abſolutely, and upon as good Terms 
and Conditions, to ſave all he was Head 
© and Repreſentative for, -as the firſt Adam 
. « did to tuin and make miſerable his vrhole 
1 Poſterity. 
. © So far I think it is clear and 3 Gl 
Ny © Equity and the Juſtice of God, and from 
! © many Scriptures, and from the. Nature and 
© Reaſon of Things; and: if this is allowed, 
© as Tthink none with any Reaſon can deny, 
then not one human Soul that ever came, 
© or that ever ſhall come from the Loins of 
«©. Adam, ſhall ſuffer eternal and everlaſting - 
Torments in the World to come, never to 
© have an End. | 
© I know many will cry out againſt this 
Doctrine e, and condemn it, at. the fit 
af — | 
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Hafi g, without reading or conſidering, 


any thing about it; for moſt People are for, 
Hell, and for the Devil, and for everlaſt- 


ing Fire in the World to come, never to 


have an End. Tis agreed by all, that 
* the leaſt Sin deſerves Hell and everlaſting 


Fire in another World: Doth it ſo? Pray, 


« who then will eſcape? Who is it that lives, 
« without the leaſt Sin in Thought, Word, 
or Deed? And if there is ſuch a Perſon | in 
© the World, as I much doubt, hath they 
e lived ſo all their Life? If not, he or ſhe 
* deſerves Hell and everlaſting Fire in another 
World, that never ſhall have an End. 
80 then God hath concluded all under Sin 
« that he may have Mercy upon all. 

« Now,” ſo far I have proceeded only upon 
© Equity, and the Juſtice of God ; but when 


I bring in his Mercy, his Love, and his 


© Goodneſs, into the Argument (as Tſhall in 
its Place) I think none but the Cruel and 
III-natured will then have any Objection: 
One would think the Meſſengers of 
5 Heaven ſhould be for ſetting the Gates of 
Heaven wide open; but inſtead of that, 
many are ſo ill-natured, that by their Good- 
< will, not One in a Thouſand would they 
c* have to enter therein. Now I would aſk the 

greateſt Doctor, or the moſt popular Preacher, 
of the Caluiniſtical or any ather Opinion, 
© whether the Damned in Hell might have 
'£ been faved? Andif _— they might; then 
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tis plain Jeſus Chriſt died for them; and 


if they ſhould ſay, no; then tis plain they 


are damned for no F. ault of their own; and, 


conſequently, have no Reaſon to blame 
themſelves for being in eternal Torment in 


Hell-Fire: So that the Doctrine of Election 


and Reprobation is full of Cruelty and 
Blaſphemy, and their Manner of preaching 
it, is attended with Abſurdity and Nonſenſe. 


On the other hand, thoſe that ſay many will 
be damned for whom Chriſt died, is ta 
ſay Chriſt did not make a full Satisfaction 


and Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
World; nay, in fact, did not make any 


SatisfaQtion at all; for if any muſt -ſufter 


in Hell eternal and everlaſting Torments, 
never to have an End, I think they muſt 


make Satisfaction for themſelves ; fo that 
the Satisfaction that Jeſus Chriſt hath 


made, according to this Way of thinking, 
to me appears to be no Satisfaction at all; 
for I cannot ſee how it can ſtand, according 


to the moſt ſtrict Juſtice and Equity, that 


Payment or Satisfaction can be demanded 


twice.----Now either Chriſt muſt merit for 


me, or I muſt merit for myſelf ; or it muſt 
be partly one, and partly the other.---Now 


if Jeſus Chriſt hath ſuffered and died for 


all, deſerved and merited for all, all muſt 


© be faved ? but if all muſt merit and deſerve 


g 


c 


for themſelves, I grantall muſt be damned; 
And if it is partly one, and partly the 
; | ; Other, 


_ (p64). * 5 
© other, that muſt merit Heaven, yet Chrift 


« hath not failed on his Part, tho we have 


done op ours; ſo it cannot be ſaid; tthat as 
Part of the Debt is paid by us, (by ſome- 
e thing that we have merited for ourſelves) 
* ſo only Part of the Puniſhment can be de- 
« manded of us.. 18 $50 


The firſt Obſervation I ſhall make on this 
Manuſcript is, that this Doctrine is truly Scrip- 
tural, from the Beginning of Gene/is to the End 
of the Revelations, and plainly points out the 


Greatneſs of the Fall of all Mankind that have 


* If Chrift has not failed on his Part, (and it would be 
Blaſphemy to think otherwiſe) then there is no minting at 
it, as the Scorch Divines expreſs themſelves; or as the ele- 
gant Mr. Harvey has ſo beautifully blended and diſguiſed 
(not, I preſume, with a Deſign to wit, << the ſomething 
that Man is to do on his Part, before he can apply to him - 
ſelf the Righteouſneſs, - Sufferings and Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and Þok upon himſelf in the Number of the Ele, 
and all the reſt of Mankind in the Number of Reprobates. 


If we would eſcape thoſe Torments that all muſt ſuffer that 


commit Sins againſt Conſcience, our firſt Work is to believe 
that Chriſt is both willing and is able to ſave from thoſe Tor- 
ments all that ſincerely believe in him, and his Power to re- 
ſtore all Mankind, without any Conditions on our Parts: 
iſ this Belief and total Reliance on him be firmly eftabliſhed, 
it will neceſſarily produce good Works, or keeping his Com- 
mandments, which are as poſitive to Chriſtians, as the 
Commandments delivered, by. Mo/es were to the Jews; but 
none can keep the Commandments of Jeſus Chriſt in their 
full Extent, without Conditions, however diſguiſed, and 
give themſelves up entirely to the divine Ocean of Mercy : 
therefore in proportion as they come ſhort of ſuch a Faith, 
by relying on any thing they can do previouſly themſelves, 
ſo much they muſt expect to ſuffer in another Life, till they 
are made fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, to which we ſhall 
at length arrive. Oh! grant us eaſy Fires! 
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the Greatneſs of the Redemption of al! Man- 


pr roceeded from the Loins of Alam, and their 
abſolute Incapacity of reſtoring themſelves, and 


kind through the Merits and Sufferings of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt. Now if all Mankind will not finally 


be reſtored to the original State which th ey 
had in our firſt Parent Adam before his Fall, 
to what Purpoſe has Chriſt died? I anſwer, 


that all might be ſaved and reſtored to their 


original State, but that every one will be 
puniſhed for. every Sin committed againſt 


Conſcience, either in this Life, or in another. 


But Proteſtants who do not admit of a Pu- 


rification after Death, are obliged, upon their 


own Principles, to depend upon their own 


Righteouſneſs, Church or Sect; and con- 
demn all, the reſt of Mankind that do not 


come up to their Tenets, to eternal Tor- 
ments, never to have an End. The Church 


of Rome does the ſame to all that do not aſ- 
ſent to her Tenets, under the Title of Here- 
tics. Proteſtants of all Denominations con- 
demn the Church of Rome under the Title of 
the Whore of Babylon, Antichriſt, &c. In 


ſhort, there is no one Thing in which the 


whole World is agreed, but to poſſeſs as 
much of it, and its Riches, as they can; ; 
every one for himſelf. 


Hence the Wars which now defolate "ND 


greateſt Part of Europe, what is it for? A 


little Spot of Ground, that has coſt the Lives 


of many Hundred T "houſands, and Er 
as 
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1 
as many more miſerable. If there is a ſuper- 


intendant Providence that numbers the Hairs 


of our Heads, and that not a Sparrow falls to 


the Ground without our Father, then, un- 
doubtedly, theſe ſeemingly Evils, which 
Men not being able to ſcrutinize into, will 


turn out to our greateſt Advantage, wiz. 
that we ſhall have all, or the greateſt Part of 


our Puniſhments, in this Life, while we are 
cloathed in Fleſh and Blood; and not in the 
other, when the Soul, ſtript of its Body, 


muſt feel exquiſitely more than the greateſt 


Torments that can be inflicted on it while 


embodied; for it is the Soul alone, and not 


the Body, "that is capable of Senſation, either 


of Good or Evil: Here, then, the Goodneſs 


and Juſtice of Providence ſhines forth, in ſuf- 


fering Wars, Cruelties, Maſſacres, and evety 
Evil to take Place in 7h:s Life, to fave us from 


the Miſery of the next, and its Torments, if we 
enter into it without the Wedding-Garment, : 
or being cloathed upon with the Righteouſ- 


neſs of ' Jeſus Chriſt ; not our own Phariſaical, 
hypocritical Ri ohteouſneſs, ſo much con- 


demned by our Saviour, but his Righteouſ- 


neſs: He requires of us to keep his Com- 


mandments; the Commandments delivered 


by Moſes, ſpiritualized by the Lord him- 
ſelf; as may be ſeen in the 5th, 6th and 


7th of Mathew. Here is Work enough 


without any Danger of Supererogation ; a La- 
bour that cannot be entered upon without 
Faith 


| 
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Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, which Faith and 
Works cannot be ſeparated, or acted ſepa- 
rately; and this to deliver us from that Evil 
which we daily pray to be delivered from; 
an Evil ſo formidable, that the bare Appre- 
henſion of it extracted Agonies and a bloody 
Sweat from the Son of God, when he en- 
tered upon the Work of the Redemption of 
all Mankind; an Evil which he came into 
the World purpoſely to reſcue us from, to 
ſave all Mankind from eternal Torments, in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Words; for all have 
finned, and, conſequently, all muſt be eter- 
nally damned, unleſs his Death, and truly 
meritorious Sufferings, ' ſhall finally reſtore 
every Individual that proceeds from the Loins 
of Adam; for as in Adam "all — lo i in 
Chrift ſhall all be reſtored. * 

There can be no Dan ger of ieentio iel 
* aching up this — Doctrine 
of — — and Uni 2 Fall, 
and the Greatneſs and Univerſality of the 
Redemption; ided a State of Purification 
after Death be admitted of for : thoſe who 
have not received their perfect Purification 
in this Life, or whoſe tion is not 
begun; and who is there in this Life that can 
ſay, he is perfect, and needs no Purification. 
If God ſuffered his holy Prophets, Saints, 
Apoſtles and Martyrs, to undergo the moſt 
cruel Torments, and excruciating Deaths, it 
Was, . to deliver them from 
greater 
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greater Pains, tho neceſlary ones, to fit them 


for eternal Happineſs in the Preſence of God, 


to which they are not yet totally admitted, 
but cry under the Altar, how lng, O Lord ! 
If a St. Paul, who before his miraculous 


Converſion, kept a Conſcience void of Of- 


fence towards God and Man, could, after he 
became a Chriſtian, pronounce himſelf one of 
the chiefeſt of Sinners; what muſt we ſay of 


a certain numerous Sect among us, who pre- 


tend to the New Birth, to be regenerated, 
and ſure of eternal Salvation immediately after 
Death, without any Need of a farther Puri- 
fication? On the other hand, let not any Anti- 
monian, fo called, (a Name Iownl don't know 
the Meaning of ) think that tho' he maintains 
the Doctrine of a univerſal Redemption, a fun- 
damental Scriptural Doctrine, that he ſhall 
eſcape Puniſhment if he commit Sins, be- 
cauſe he ſhall finally be ſaved. Every Man 
ſhall be judged, and rewarded or puniſhed 


according to his Works; every Sin that a 


Man commits, ſhall be puniſhed in this Life, 
or in another; if not in this Life, no Indul- 
gencies from Popes, or Prieſts of any Deno- 
minations, purchaſed: by Money, can re- 
deem him from thoſe everlaſting Fires pre- 


| pared from the Beginning of the World tor 
the Devil and Angels, till he has paid to the 


utmoſt Farthing. Our God, ſays St. Peter, is 
a conſuming Fire, to conſume all the Evil 
N K 1 
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that we have committed in this Life, that all 
Mankind might be finally ſaved, though by 
Fire: in another Place he ſays, it is a dread- 
ful Thing to fall into the Hands of the living 
God. Now God is Life, God is Light, and 
God is Love; all that lives, lives in God; 
but Life without Light, is living in God as a 
conſuming Fire, a Hell and Torment, till 
all the Evil is conſumed, and the Light 
breaks forth, then comes an Union of Life, 
Light and Love, (the neceſſary Conſequence) 
never more to be ſeparated; eternal Happi- 
neſs; a Trinity in Unity; never more to be 
divided, as it was at firſt by the revolting An- 
gels, whoſe Freedom of Will (their higheſt 
Privilege) joined with great Power, did make 
that Diviſion; found themſelves, and the 
World of Life, Light, and Love, which 
they inhabited, deprived of Light, (and 
conſequently Love) and themſelves in a State 
of Miſery; and had not God, in infinite Mer- 
cy, ſent his Divine Light into this ſpoil'd 
World, and created a new World, the viſible 
Creation we now behold, it muſt have re- 
main'd in eternal Darkneſs and Miſery; but 
he not only created a new World, but he 
created Man upon it, in his own image, gave 
him Freedom of Will with a Command, in 
order, if he had ſtood, that he ſhould reſtore 
the loſt dark World, or Chaos, to its Light, 
and all its Inhabitants to their firſt Eſtate: 
But Adam, the firſt Man, created after the 

| Image 
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Image of God; is fallen, and all we his Poſtes 
rity in him; and muſt have periſh'd eternally, 
in the largeſt Extent of the Word, Eternity, 
without the leaſt Hopes of Redemption, had 
not God in his infinite Mercy ſent his own 
uncreated Light, his only begotten Son, as the 
Scriptures expreſs it, into the Soul of fallen 
Adam; and by a wonderful Union of himſelf 
with his Crs and a moſt ſurprizing 
Scene of Providence, a Deſtruction of the 
whole human Race by Water (eight Perſons 
only excepted) did at Length appear in his 
hypoſtatical Union of God and Man, and in 
the Form of a Servant, to teach us that, by 
Humility, Patience, and an entire Reſigna- 
tion to the Will of God, giving up our o¹ n 
Wills, our own Righteouſneſs, and keeping 
his Commandments, which are all Love and Be- 
nevolence, ſo plentifully diſpers d throughout 
his Goſpel, that then we . ſhall have eaſy 
Fires. 
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